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NARRATIVE ® 
| bay”: 
OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS | 
<1 4 VC E. 
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he. * „ 


FOR 


Diſcovering and DereQing chip MuxpereRs 
of the Engliſh GENTLEMEN, . Ny 


1723, near Calais. 


With an Account of the condemnation and 

Sentence of JosnpR BRAU AHA Peres IA FeBvre, Two \ 
notorious Robbers, who were the principal Actors in the 
ſaid Murder; particularly in the killing Mr. Lock. 


Together with their Diſcovery, and Manner of perpe 
trating that execrable Murder; and alſo large Miko: 
of their Behaviour during their Torture, and upon the 

Scaffold, their impeaching ſeveral other Criminals, and 
A brief Hiſtory of their paſt Crimes, as well in Company 

with their former Captain, the famous CARTO UCHE, 

as  lince his Execution. 
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IN WHICH 


Is a great Variety of Remarkable Incidents, AT Surge a 
zing Circumſtances, never yet made Public k. 
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5 E the Robbery and Morther 
committed in September laſt, 
on the Perſons of Four Exel: 
Gentlemen, and their Servants, 
near Calais, juſtly fill'd the 
World with a kind of an uncommon Sur- 
prize, ſo Fance ſeem'd more than ordi- 
* narily rouch'd with it. The whole Nation 
entertained the Relation of it with Horror, 


upon the very Name of French, and that it 
had been a Fact ſo cruel, and ſo outragi- 
ouſly vile, that nothing like it had ever 

been committed but in France. : 


RP... 


as if, however innocent, it had reflected 


„ 
The Robbery, had that alone been the 
Caſe, had been no more than what Gen- 
tlemen, who travel, are expoſed to the © 
Hazard of in all Countries; and the Go- |. 
vernment in Fance is anſwerable for no © 
more than the ordinary Care, which they 
always take 1n that Kingdom, to preſerve 
Travellers from Violence, which they ever 
have uſed the utmoſt Diligence in; the- 
King conſtantly puniſhing Offenders, in 
that Caſe, with the greateſt Severity. 
But ſuch a Piece of {ſavage Cruelty as 
this was, in murthering the Gentlemen 
without Mercy, after they had peaceably 7 
delivered their Money into their Hands, 
fill'd every- body with an inexpreſſible Hor- | 
ror and Amazement. 1 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Orleans, | 
| beſides having received repeated Orders 
| from his Majeity, who wept when he re- 
ceived an Account of the horrid Fact: I 
ſay, His Royal Highne's the Duke of Or- 
leans, Prime Miniſter, teſtified his Dete- | 
WP ſtation of the Crime, by his immediate 
; Application to a Diſcovery of the Mur- 
therers. 5 3 
Letters were, without Delay, iſſued to all 
the Sea-Ports, and to all the Frontier 
Towns, Paſſages, and Outlets from that 
Kingdom into other Foreign Parts, to ſtop 
and examine all ſuſpicious Perſons, * 
"15 0 


neee 22 


nnr . * 1 


| OST 
all that could not give a ſatisfactory Ac- 
count of themſelves; and to detain them 


till an Account was tranſmitted to Court, 
and Orders returned about them: And, 
in Conſequence of thoſe Letters, abun- 
dance of ſuſpicious Perſons were ſtopp'd 
in ſeveral Places, as at Liſle in Flanders, at 
Metz, at Strasbourgh, &c. ſome of whom 
were Criminals of different Kinds, though 
not the particular Perſons who were 
wanted. „ I, 
Nor did the Duke of Orleans content 
' himſelf with this; but farther, to ſhew 
the ardent Deſire he had to bring ſuch. 
flagrant Villains to exemplary Puniſhmear, 
Letters were written in his Majeſty's 
Name, to the ſeveral Princes and States 
bordering .on the King's Dominions, re- 
% preſenting to them the horrid Crime, and 


ſetting forth the juſt Indignation his Ma. 
jeſty had conceived at the Cruelty of it, 


with his Reſolution, if poſſible, to puniſh 
the Offenders with the utmoſt Severity; 
recommending it to them, with all poſ- 


ſible Earneſtneſs, to ſtop all ſuſpicious Per- 
ſons, and eſpecially ſuch as came imme— 
diately from France, and to give Notice of 


it to the Secretary of State. 


Theſe Letters were ſent to the ſeveral 


Courts of Bruſſels, Nancy in Lorrain, 


Turin, Liege, and Munſter; to the Hague, | 
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to C ologne, Geneva, to the Swiſs-Cantons, 

and to moſt of the Princes of Germany, 

bordering on France. 

n conſequence of theſe Letters alſo, 

ſeveral Perſons were ſtopp'd, and ſeiz'd at 

3 arin, at Geneva, and at the Duke of Lor- 
rain's Court, and elſewhere : ; among whom, 
at laſt, Two Perſons were found, who, 
by many ſuſpicious Circumſtances, were 
judg d concerned in this horrid Murther 
and Robbery. 

Several Perſons alſo were taken up at 
Calais itſelf, at St. Omer, at Dunkirk, and 
at Liſe; and among theſe were Three 
more, who were alſo ſuſpected. Upon the 
whole, theſe were all conveyed in Chains, 
that is to ſay, Chain'd down to the Waggons 

in which the ey were carry'd, and brought to 
the Priſon of The Concergier)y at Paris. 

Nor was this General Search after Robe 
bers and Thieves wholly in vain on other 

Accounts, as well as on Account of this 

Affa ir of the Murther ; for ſeveral Gangs 

of Outlaws and Robbers being Abroad, 

this ſevere Search ſeparated and diſpers'd 4 

them; Fearing to fall into the Hands of 

Tultice, they fled ſome one Way, and ſome /} 

another, ſhunning, as much as poſſible, 1 

the Search after one Offence, leſt they, tho? 

not guilty of that particular Crime, ſhould 
fall into the Hands of Juſtice; and though 


by 


xt 


to ſpeak farther. | 


Wits 


/ by this Means many of them did eſcape, 


and are reſerv'd, perhaps, to future Miſ- 


chief, their Meaſure being not yet full; 


yet ſeveral Perſons were apprehended, who, 
but for this extraordinary Search, had 
eſcaped, and ſome in particular, of Car- 
touches Troop or Gang were brought in 
from Life, o- whom I ſhall have Occaſion 


The Officers of Juſtice having examin'd 


the ſeveral Priſoners, and the Lieutenant 


of the Police particularly aiming, in all 


his Examinations, at the Diſcovery of 


ſomething about the Murder of the Five 
Engliſh Gentlemen; they all ſtifly de- 


ny'd their being any way concern'd in it; 
nor could the Torture of Two Fellows, 
ſentenc'd to the Wheel for other Robberies, 
bring any Light to the Lieutenant in this 


Affair, thoſe Fellows not being really con- 
cern'd in it: So that, in a Word, they began 


to deſpair of Succeſs, not belicving, that 


they had yet made any Progreſs in the 
Search of what they aim'd at. 


But after ſome Time, the ſaid Lieutenant 


of the Police, or Lieutenant Criminel, (as he 
is there called) came to be inform'd, 'That 
one of the Perſons, who was ſuppoſed to 
be murder'd, had been carried into the 


Hoſpital at Calais, and was recovered, 
tho" deſperately wounded, and was alter. 


wards 


wards gone into England: Upon this 
important Advice, the Prime Miniſter was 
applied to, (his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Orleans having died ſome time before) 
and Leave obtained to ſend into Exgland, 
to deſire the Perſon, who was Servant to 
one of the murder'd Gentlemen, might 
be allow'd to come over to Paris, to ſee 
and be confronted with the ſaid Priſoners; 
which was readily granted in England, and 
the Engliſoman, whoſe Name is Spindelom, 
came over to Paris accordingly., "(| 
When Spindelow arriv'd, and was ſhew'd 
the Perſons, for the Keeper or Jaylor of the 
Concergiery was ordered to bring all his 
Priſoners, one by one, before him, without 
letting any of them know the Reaſon of it; 
and prudently giving them all occaſion to 
ſpeak ſomething or other, ſo that he might 
hear their Voices; it was no difficult 
Thing for him to conclude, that they 
were the Murderers of his Maſter Mr. 
Seabright, as well by their Faces, (for we 
do not hear they were maſqued when they 
committed the Murder) as by their Voices, 
both which, to be ſure, had been ſo terrible 
to him when they gave him the Wounds, 
Which they thought had diſpatch'd him, 
that the Impreſſion was not eaſily worn 
„„ TT 
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Wherefore 5 pindelow immedia tely ſingled 
out Two of them, and pointing at them, de- 


| clar'd, That he believ d they were ſome of 


the Murderers ; theſe Two were Joſeph Biſ- 


ſeau or Bizeau, and Peter le Febre : *Tis ſaid, 


but how true I know not, that Bizeau, 
when he had been named by Spindelom, 
and was afterwards told who that Spinde- 
low was, ſaid to his Comerade, in a vio- 
lent Paſſion, Voila! nous ſomme des Hommes 
mort! We are all dead Men! Certain it is, 
they both diſcover'd their Surprize, when 
they were told who this Spindelow was, 


and that one of the Men, who they verily 


believ'd they had murdered, was recovered, 


and was come to detect them; I ſay, they 
were not able to conceal their Guilt, the 
Horror of the Fact was to be ſeen in their 
Fa ces, and it was eaſy to obſerve, without 


putting them to the Torture, that they 
were the Men. . 5 

Upon this, their Proceſs was made, and 
the Evidence of the Engliſhman was taken 


in Form, according to the Method of Cri- 
3 minal Proceſs in France: They were fre— 


quently interrogat upon the Particulars, 


but ſtill had the Impudence to deny it all; 


at length they were put to the ordinary 
Queſtion, that is to ſay, the Torture, When 


they had {till the Reſolution to deny that 
they knew any thing of the Matter. 


During 


[8 ] 


During theſe Proceedings, the Lieute- 


nant: General of the Police continued his 


Diligence for the farther Diſcovery of this 
bloody Gang; and partly by the Confeſſion 
of other Criminals, who were executed 
tor other Crimes, and partly by other 
concurring Circumſtances which he took 
hold of, he got the Names of ſeveral * 
other Perſons who he had Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, and eſpecially of ſome Women, 
who, tho? not immediately concern'd in 
the Murder itſelf, yet he found Reaſon to 
believe were privy. to it, as a Secret, 
after it was committed, or had been con- 


cern'd in concealing the Murderers, know- 


ing them to be ſuch ; and during the Time 
the Search was made for them, as before ; 
and by whoſe Means they were ſuppoſed 
to have made their Eſcape, and, perhaps, 
afterwards hearing that they were enquir'd 
after, made their Eſcape with them. 


The Names of {ome of theſe Wand are 


mention'd in the Proceſs, and, as we ſince 
learn, their Perſons are ſince taken, but are 
reſerved in private Priſons to be confronted 
with the reſt of the Murderers, when they 
may fall into the Hands of Juſtice, as 't ĩs 


not doubted but they will: Some of theſe 


Names, I ſay, are mentioned in the Proceſs, 1 
ſuchas Catharine Moffat, a Scotch Woman, Mary 


Frances -1 
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Frances Beauſſe de Caron, who kept a Ca. 
baret or Tavern at Beauval, and others. 
Joſeph Bizeau, the Firſt of the Two 
Fellows now in Examination, carried it for 
a conſiderable Time with a kind of in- 
trepid Reſolut ion, affecting to deſpiſe their 
interrogating him, whether by Torture or 
otherwiſe, and confidently deny*'d the Fact 
he was charg'd with, behaving in a moſt 
/ ⁰ ꝗ“—m—m— int 
He did not deny but that he had been 
Z acquainted with the famous Carrouch, who 
he ſeldom nam'd but with Reſpect, and with 
= the Title of Captain, ſometimes, perhaps, 
that of Colonel; greatly commending his 
Courage and Gallantry, and the Bravery, as . 
he call'd it, of ſuſtaining the Tortures which 
they put him to; reproaching his Come- 
Trades, that they did not, according to the 
Oath which they had all raken, attempt 
to reſcue and deliver him, though they had 
fallen in the Action; which, as he ſaid, 
Was but a more honourable and eaſy Way 
of dying, than what they were almoſt ſure 
of obtaining, ſeeing, as he ſaid, they ge- 
nerally depended on. coming all to the 
Wheel at laſt, as indeed many of them 
did every Day: All theſe Diſcourſes ſeemed 
to be made with ſuch an Air of Deſperation, 
and that he was touch'd with a Mind ſuf- 
ficiently fir'd with Courage for ſuch an 
: C At- 


OT 
Attempt; that when he upbraided the 
Followers of Cartouch with having aban- 


donned him, contrary to their ſolemn En- 
gagements, it could not be doubted that he 


Would willingly have attempted it; and, 


perhaps, had reſolved to do ſo, but was 
not able to bring the reſt of the Gang to 
joyn with him, tho” he had offered to lead 


At was not whhoui an uncommon paſſi- 
: on, that he diſcourſed of that Matter, and 


when he enter'd into the Deſcription of 
the Manner how ſuch an Attempt was to 


have been undertaken, it was obſervable, 
that a kind of Rage poſſeſs'd him, and he 


Was all over inflam'd to ſuch a degree, as 
might eaſily ſhew he had Spirit enough for 
the Undertaking, if it had been yet to be 
done; and if we may give Credit to what 
 - with Aſſurance, reported of this Bizear, 


5 he was not much behind his great Captain 
in the worſt Part of his Character; affect- 


ing alſo, to be made Captain after him, 
which when he could not obtain, he ſepa - 
rated himſelf from the Grand Gang, who 1 


robbed in the Streets of Paris, and on the 


Road to Chaalons, and in the Foreſt of 


Orleans; and taking the more Northern and 


Weſtern Parts of France for his Station, he 4 
robbed chiefly in Picard), in Normandy, 4 
- and on the Frontiers of the "ge Conquis, Þ 
* | at- 
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attended with ſuch a Party of bold, de- 


ſperate Fellows like himſelf, as he found 


Willing to follow him, and with whom he 
committed many deſperate Villainies, and 
among the reſt, this horrid Attack of the 
poor Exgliſh Gentlemen, of which we ſhall 
{peak by itſelf. As 


The Time of his Impriſonment was not 
ſo long, as that theſe Things could be thus 
fully drawn from him in his ordinary Diſ- 
courſe: Neither did he, as we ever could 
hear of, make any formal Confeſſion in the 
Manner here ſet down; tho' tis evident to 


many that converſed with him, that the 


whole Tenor of his Converſation run 


upon theſe Things, and that his whole 


Confeſſion, taken after the laſt Torture, 


correſponded with them. 


But the following Account being com- 


7 


municated by a Perſon of Credit, who 
aſſured us, That he had ſeveral Particulars 
come to his Hand, of the wicked Liſe of 
this Joſeph Bizeau, which was not yet 


made Publick, and might be very inſtruct- 
ing, if they were left on Record, we could 


not but be of the ſa me Opinion, and have, 
therefore, taken out ſuch Parts as we found 
moſt likely to be acceptable to the World, 


the Whole being too long, even for a Book. 


of twice the Extent of this ſhort Tract; 


We have, I ſay, taken out ſome Part of 


1 
that large Account, to add to what we 
have from other Hands. Sn 
Hie ſays, That this Joſeph Bizean acknow- ' 
ledg'd he had uſed the Trade long before 
Cartouch was heard of; that the ſaid Cartouch 
was at firſt but an Underling, a poor low- 
pric'd Street- runner, a kind of a Shop- lifter, 
or Pick pocket, and knew nothing of the 
Matter; being only a disbanded Foot- Sol. 
dier, naked, and almoſt ſtarved, When, 
merely for his bold audacious Spirit, he 
Was taken in, upon his humble Petition, 
into the great Society of Gentlemen, as he 
called them, meaning the Gang of High- 
 way-Robbers, who acted in a higher Sphere 
of Thievery, and had, for ſome Years, 
plied the Foreſt of Orleans, the great Road 


totaly, and the Woods about Fontarnblean, 


where they robbed with Security, as well 
as Succeſs, and were ſeldom attack'd, and 
never overcome. GD 
He ſays, He reflected upon CaxToucn, 
for, as he called it, forſaking that happy 

Gang, his Mind till hankering after his 
old Trade of Petty Larceny, or Little 

Thieving in the Streets of Paris; where, 
however, he having ſeen the Manner of 
the Gentlemen of the Road, form'd a ne- 
Gang in his own Way, and, in Time, 
made himfelf Maſter, or Captain over 
them, and with whom he committed a 
Ot AVE great 
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great many horrid Murthers, in which 
they were generally obliged, not only to 
kill thoſe they robbed, but to mangle, and 
cut in Pieces the Bodies of thoſe they 

killed, fo that they might not be known; | 
and, many Times, to throw the Pieces, 
or Limbs of them, into the Seine, that they 
might drive down the Stream below the 
City, and then they were ſeldom heard 
This Trade, he ſays, Cartouth and his 
wretched Gang followed in Paris for ſome- 
Z thing more than Three Years, during 
which Time, the City was a conſtant 
Scene of Blood and Rapine; no Man was 


ſafe in going Abroad after Candle light, 


and, eſpecially, no Man was ſafe that re- 
2} ceived any conſiderable Sum of Money at 
the Houſe or Shop of any Banquier, (that 
is, Merchant) or Goldſmith, which is in 
Engliſb, Banker; for he was ſure to be 
Z warch'd, and follow'd; then it they had no 
Opportunity to attack the Perſons in that 
> Street, while the Money was about them, 
the Houſe it was carry'd to was ſo ſtrictly 
watch'd, that they were ſure it could not 
be carry*d out again; and then they failed 
not to find Ways and Means to get into 
it at Night; and it was very ſeldom, if 
they once got Sight of a Sum of Money 
, in 


LJ Mes 
in the Day, but they found one Way or 
other to come at it in the Night. ; 


All Things, ſays our Author, have their 


Meridian, their Aſcenſion, and their De- 
clinations. Cartouch, and his Gang, began 
to grow rich and formidable by the great 


Succeſs they met with, for they made 
Prizes of exceeding Value, even to the 


Tune of Fifty thouſand Livres, nay, a 
Hundred thouſand Livres at a Time; This 


raiſed and increaſed the Fame of their 1 


Management to ſuch a Degree, that at 


length, in ſhort, the Gentlemen in the J 
Foreſt mentioned above, began to think 
of going all to Paris, to joyn themſelves 


to Cartouch, and ſo make one Body. 


The Thing was ſoon concluded, and a 
Treaty, or League, Offenſive and Defen- 
five, was made between them, ſo the 


out-lying Troop . came all to Pars; Bur, 


adds our Author, Cartouch would never 1 | 
. yield that they ſhould quite lay down the 


Road-Prattice, as he called it, for that be- 


ſides the City, they ſhould often have Intel- 
ligence of good Purchaſe to be made by 


thoſe who plied in the Country. He alſo 
thought it might be of Service to their 
common Intereſt, to have always a ſtrong 
Cavalry in their Service, and to have Thir- 
ty or Forty good Horſes at Command for 
any Emergency that might offer. 
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had much rather have been killed out- right, 
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This, ſays our Author, I underſtand 


Vas Monſieur Bizeau's Province for ſome 
Time; and in this Time, they attacked 
Two Coaches in the Road from Orleans 
to Fontainbleau, though attended by a Re- 


tinue of Fourteen Gentlemen on Horſeback, 
among whom were Three of the Gendarms, 
with their whole Mounting and Arms, 


who, yet, they attack'd with ſuch Vigour, 


: that, after a ſhort, but bloody .Diſpute, 


the Fourteen Gentlemen were obliged to 


yield, Two of the Gendarms being wounded 
and Two of the Gentlemen kill'd, and 
Ihree wounded, after which, *tis not to 
be doubted, but the Coaches, in which 
were only the Ladies, and the Treaſure, 


were more eaſily plundered. Here, it 
ſeems, they not only took the Money, but 
having a Houſe of Retreat not far off, they 
drove the Coaches thither, leaving the 


Z Coachmen and Poſtilions bound in the 
Z Foreſt with the Gentlemen; and, as to 


the Women, it ſeems, they had their Plea- 


” ſure of them all Night, when they acted 


ſome Things with them, which Decency, 
ſays our Author, does not permit me to 
TIT OT 

It ſeems, they murthered none of them, 


l though Three or Four of the Ladies, all 


diſconſolate and inraged, proteſted, They 


than 
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than be treated as they had been. 


Whe- 
ther any one believed = or not, fays 7 
the Author, that I did not inquire. ; 


The Booty they gained here, was, it | | 
ſeems, very conſiderable; and as the ; 1 


telligence of it came by Expreſs from 


Monſieur Cartouch at Paris, ſo, ſays our Au- 3 


thor, a proportionable Share of it was faith- 1 


fully reterved for him and his Company at 
Paris, and Was, at their better Leture, 


tranſmitted thither. 


BIZ EAV, ſays the ſame Aathor, received 
a Shot in the Side of his Neck in that 


Encounter, and a Thruſt with a Sword, 


Which entering, ficſt, a thick Belt which 
he had on, only planc'd upon his Side juſt 
above the Hip, and did him but little Hurt. 


The Shot in his Neck had very narrowly 
miſs'd the Jugular Arteries, which, if it 
had cut, might have ſa ved him from the 
Wheel; but his Time was not come, nor 
his Wickedneſs fill'd up to its Height. 

They committed ſeveral other notorious 
Bobberies ! in the South Part of France after 


this, as particularly one upon Five Foreign 
Gentlemen, with their Servants, near Pont 


4 Beau Voiſin, which is a Bridge over a 


ſmall River, at the Extremity of the King 
of France's Dominions; and which parts 
France from Savoy, and i is therefore called 


by the Name of Pont a Beau Voiſin, or the 


Bridge 


Et? 1 


Bridge of good Neighbourhood. Here, 
our Author ſays, Brzeau, having but 
Twelve Men in his Gang, was hard put 
to it; for the Strangers being Germans, and 
very well armed, as alſo their Servants, 
and well mounted, defended themſelves 
with great Bravery, charging Three, and 
Three in a Rank, and not firing 'till theß 
came up to the "Teeth of the Highway- 
men, and then, twice, breaking quite 
through them, wheeling afterwards a bout 
d to their own Body. 
t At the firſt Charge they made, ſays he, 
„ the ey diſmounted 'Two of the Rogues, 
h their Horſes being kill'd under them, and 
wounded Two other of the Men, and 


yet received no Damage by the Fire of 
the Highway- men; Thea the Second Rank 
it F of the Gentlemen coming up to charge, 
Z with the like Fierceneſs and Reſolution, 
* Bizeau, ſays our Author, found his Men be⸗ 
gan to waver, and look'd as if they did 
not know whether they ſhould run for 
it, or receive the Fire; but he giving a 
Shout, or Huzza, and fring his Fuſee firſt 
to encourage them, they took Heart, and 
fought deſperately too, in their Turns, 
ſo that the Gentlemen who made the Se. 
cond Charge, loſt one of their Number, 
and could not break through, as the other 
had done; Which diſcouraged them, and 
D . they 
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they were obliged to make their Retreat 


as well as they could. - 3 
However, though they were repuls'd, 


they were not yet maſter'd ; but the Firſt 


Rank, who made that bold Charge, hav- 


ing again loaded their Puſees, they drew 


up all in a Lice, with Two ſmall Intervals, 


and ſtood ready to receive the Rogues if 
they came on. 5 : 
As the Highway men appeared reſolute 


alſo, and ſeemed to be preparing for a bold 
Charge, the Gentlemen, conſidering that 


it was their Money chiefly which the 


Rogues aimed at, and that they had bet- 


ter part with it, than run the Hazard of 
their Lives, they reſolved to parlee, and 
to offer them a Sum of Money by Way 


of Capitulation ; upon which, one of the 
Gentlemen advanced a conſiderable Way 


from the reſt, and waving a white Hand- 


kerchief in his Hand, as a Sign, or Flag 
of Truce, deſired to ſpeak with one of the 
Highway-men, calling aloud to them. 

Upon this, one of the Highway-men 


came on, but as ſoon as the Gentleman 
+ began to talk of delivering a Sum of Money, 


the Rogue, with Diſdain, repeating the 


Word, A Sum of Money! gave the Gentle- 


mana Curſe, and offered to have fired up- 


on him with his Fuſe. 


 Vahap- 


91 


Unhappily, for him, his Piece ſnapping, 


did not go off, the Flint, perhaps, being 
not good, or from what other Cauſe our 
Author knew not; but, upon that Inſult 


in Breach of the Truce, the Gentleman 
fired upon him, and, as our Author ſays, 


Fillꝰd him upon the Spot. 
 Bizeau, upon this, advances himſelf, 


with a white Handkerchief as the othier 
had done, and ſeeming not to approve. 


What the other had done, 1n preſenting his 


Piece while under a Parlee, came nearer, 
and made Signs to the Gentleman, that 


he would not offer him any Injury ; ſo 


they revived the Parlee, and, in a few 
Words, came to an Agreement, to accept 
of Two hundred Piſtoles, and the Gentle- 
men to give their Parole of Honour, that 
they would not cauſe any Purſuit 'to be 


made after them in leſs than Three Days; 


ſo they march'd off, after having buried 
their Comerade, as well as they could, 
and their Two dead Horſes. As to the 


Gentleman, Who they thought had been 


fa, kill'd, he was wounded with a Shot in his 
Leg, and another in bis Arm, but was 
not dead, and went off with his Friends 


to Grenlls. 


Our Author tells us of ſeveral very bold 
Things done by this Bizzas in the Courſe 


of his 9 War; That his Party in- 
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creaſed to Threeſcore Men, all very well 
armed, and very well mounted. Amon 
theſe, he ſays, they robbed Three Coaches 

of the Duke de ———, the Spaniſh Am- 
baſſador, though he had a Detachment 
of the King's Guards to attend them ; That 
by a Stratagem he found Means to have | 
_ counterfeit Orders ſent to the command- 
ing Officer, to let the Coaches go forward 
with only Five Troopers, and that he 
ſhould halt at a certain Bridge, till the 

Duke himſelf came up; ſo joining the Par- 
ty which eſcorted the Duke, that they | 
might be the ſtronger, till they were paſs'd 7 
| ſuch a Wood, where, the Order ſuggeſted, | 
there had ſome Robbers appeared. 5 

Theſe Orders, it ſeems, he got delivered 
> him, for they were in Writing, by a Mel- 

ſenger habited exactly as the Guards, per- 

haps, ſays he, even by one of the Troop, 
who was one of their Spies; for they had 
ſuch in all the Regiments which were 
poſted at, or near that Part of the Coun- 
ITY» -- 
The Officer, fas he, intirely deceived, and 


D * 
— KY 
* * * 8 — * + — 


= not dreaming of any Forgery, halted, as 
Ss he was directed, and inſtead of leaving 5 
| Troopers with the Coaches, miſtook the 
0 Figure for a Figure of 3 as, perhaps, 
bk might be deſigned, and, unluckily, ſent | 
but Three Troopers with the Coach, by | 
| which 
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During that whole Summer, ſays our 


Author, they robbed in Alſatia, on the 
Frontiers of German), and in the Country 


between the Rhine and the Saar, and here 


they met with very great Booty, the Ger- 


man Gentlemen flocking into Fance that 


Year to the Quincampoix Fair, as we called 
it, when the Trade of Stock-jobbing flou- 


riſhed to ſuch a Degree at Paris, as to 
ſummons all the Gentry of Europe thither 
to be undone. 88 1 


While they robbed in Paris all the Fo- 
reigners that came thither, it was a kind 
of tacit Allowance to Bixeau and his Gang, 
to do the like with thoſe they met with 
going thither ; and our Author is merry 
upon that Subject, hinting, that thoſe who 
were robbed of their Money before they 
came to Paris, had the better of thoſe 
who were not robbed till they came thither; 


for theſe, ſays he, loſt only what they had 


about them; but thoſe Pawn'd their Eſtates, 
drew Bills, gave Writings obligatory, and 


entered into a Thouſand unhappy Snares, 
„„ | 5 $40 and 


which means the Coaches were left naked, 
and were robbed, together with a cover'd 
Waggon which went with them, in which 
was great Part of the Ambaſſador's Plate, 
and ſome Money, tho” not ſo much of the 
latter as they expected. _ 
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| and faux pas, to the Ruin of their Families 
and Fortunes. | 


Here our Author launches out into ſe- 


veral Particulars, and gives an Account of 
the Fate of ſome good Families in Lorrain, 


others in Alſatia, others in Swiſſerland and 


German, how they bought up great Quan- 
tities of the Mſ/ijtppi Stock at vaſt Prizes, | 


obliging themſelves by Bills accepted, and 


fatal Inſtruments upon their Eftates, to 
pay for them in ſo many Days; all which, 

in a few Months, fell down, by little and 
little, to nothing at all, to the utter Ruin 
of their Eſtates ; and his Account of 'thefe * 
are ſo many, and ſome of them ſo Tragical, 
that it is well worth reading indeed; but 
as they are too long for this Place, and not 
to our preſent Purpoſe, we paſs them over, 


and return to the Affair in Hand, I mean, 


the farther Adventures of this Band of 


Plunderers, who ranged over the whole 


Country without controul; for, indeed, 
the Government was ſo buſy, the King ſo 


young at that Time, and the Regent ſo 


engaged in other Affairs, that no Care was 


taken about Things of ſo ſmall a Conſe- 


quence as a few Highwaymen. 125 
But tho? Bizeau and his Comerades had 
ſuch very good Luck; for, I think, ſays 


our Author, they had plunder'd ſo many 
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gether Six or Seven Hundred Thouſand 
Livres in the common Stock; I ſay, tho 


theſe Banditti had ſuch ſurprizing Luck, 
yet Cartouch and his Gang out- did them 


infinitely; for, as the Paper Negotiation 
grew up to ſuch an incredible Height, that 
the like had never been heard of in the 
World; ſo there was a particular Circum- 


ſtance in that Negotiation, which expoſed 


People, in a moſt unaccountable Manner, 
to the Depredation of Thieves, Pick. 


pockets, Murtherers and the like: This 


7 our Author deſcribes at large, with the 
Nature and Reaſon of it; we ſhall only 
_ 2 abridge that Account, and give it in a few 
ST Weg: N 
The Miſifipp+ Company, whoſe Stock 
f roſe thus unaccountably high, was (as a 
Company) young in its Buſineſs, and not 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed; new Additions 
and incorporating Clauſes, and Favours 
being added to it every Day; ſuch as the 


Eaſt India Trade, the Tobacco Farm, the 


Debts, the Revenue, the Bank, c. by this 


means no Adjuſt ment of Stock being made, 
no Books were kept, wherein every Sub- 


ſcriber might have had Credit for his Stock. 
Conſequently, as the Subſcribers had no 
Account in the Company's Books, ſo neither 
2 were the Purchaſers intituled, by thoſe 
23 Accompts, to Credit for the Stock they 
OM pane 1 bought; 
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bought; in a Word, they kept no Transfer- 
Book, in which the Alienation of the Right 
of every Man to the Stock which he 
bought, ſhould be ſeen, or could be proved. 
Inſtead of this, the Firſt Subſcribers only þ 


had Tickets, or Receipts, or Certificates, 


call them as you will, given them, by 
which they were intituled to ſo much | 
Stock as thoſe Tickets did import; and as 
this Ticket ran to themſelves or the Bearer, 
ſo the delivering ſuch Ticket, was all that 
the Seller had to give, and all that the 
Buyer of Stock could demand upon Pay- 
meat of his Money | 
Again; As theſe Receipts had no Ear- 
mark, no Number or Figures of any kind, 
other than the Day of the Month when | 
ſubſcribed, and the Quantity of Stock | 
they contained, ſo they could not be pr 
ticularly. known again, or deſcrib'd : 
ſhort, he that had parted with a 40 
Thouſand Crowns for Stock, had nothing 
to jhew for it, or to intitle bim to demand 
It of the Company, but theſe Bits of Paper, 
which were the Property of the Bearer, 
and of no Body elſe; ſo, by Conſequence, 
if any Man loſt his Paper, he loſt his Mo- 
ney, and that irrecoverably : He cou'd not 
ſo much as cry it, nor cou'd any Man that 
found it, were he honeſtly inclin'd to reſtore | 
it, e ever e who was the right Owner, 
CXe | 


_—_— 
except by the Circumſtance of the Pocket- 
book, or Paper, in which it might be 
wrapped up. 355 . 
Hence nothing was more frequent in 


the middle of the Hurries of the Quin- 
campoix· ſtreet, then to ſee Men running and 
ſtaring from one to another, confounded, 


and in a manner diſtracted; one having 


loſt his Pocket, others their Letter-caſes, 


others their Table-· books with their Papers 
in them; and when-ever ſuch Things hap» 


pened, it was a Million to One odds, that 


they ever heard of them again. 
The Sum of the Matter is this, That, 
in a Word, this Circumſtance of the 


Papers was the Encouragement of the 
| Robbers, and the railing the Fame of 
Cartoach and his Company; for now to get 
the Paper of a Stock, was to get the Stock, 
let it amount to what Sum ſoever ; to pick 
a Pocket, and draw out a Pocket-book, 
was to get an Eſtate, and it was a frequent 
een to have ſome Gentlemen in the 
. 


Croud, whoſe very Pocket- books were 


worth many Millions. 


In this Work Cartouch was ſucceſsfully 


entered, and, if we may believe our Au- 


thor, he had ſuch ſtrange Luck, that what 


with Stealing, in this Manner, ſeveral 
Papers, and the Riſe or Advance of the 


Price upon thoſe Papers while they were 
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in his Hand, he was at one certain Time, 
Maſter of many Millions of Livres in 
Money and Paper; nor did he, like other 


Traders, endeavour to amaſs a bulky 
Eſtate in the Papers themſelves, but after 


the Price was riſen to Two Thouſand 


per Cent. he prudently {old off, and turn'd 


all into ready Money. 


And now, could his inſatiable Thirſt 
of Money have known any Bounds, he 
had a happy Opportunity in his Hand to 
have withdrawn himſelf, not out of the 
wicked Trade only, but out of the King- 


dom of France, and, conſequently, out of 
the Reach of Juſtice, and ſo have liv'd in a 
Figure infinitely above what he could 


ever have expected in the World ; for he 
might have carried off above an Hundred 


Thouſand Pound Sterling in Specie, and 


no Man that had been injured by him, 
had ever known who had done it, or he 


ever been in the Reach of Puniſhment for 
his Rogueries, at leaſt in this World. 


But his Fate was irrevocable, and the | 
Scaffold and the Wheel waited for him, by 
an Appointment that could by no means 


be diverted; ſo he went on from Wicked 


to Worſt, till at length his Name became 
Famous, and the World has been filled 


With his Hiſtory, of which, for that Reaſon, 
we hall lay no more at this Time. 


To 
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To return to our other Captain Thief, 
who was now coming forward apace, and 
who had, perhaps, been then as famous, 
had he not been eclipſed only by Cartouch: 
The Fame, as is ſaid above, of Cartouch's 
Succeſs, brought almoſt all B:zeau's Troop 
to deſert him, who run away to Quin- 
campoix in Paris, and at length, B:zean 
himſelf followed the Courſe of Fame, and 
went thit her allo. 
Till now, ſas our Author, the Conduct 
of Cartouch had been admirably dexterous, 
ſubtle and wary to the laſt Degree, and 
ſo wel} had he manag'd, that notwich- 
ſtanding his Succeſſes were ſo many, and 
his Enterprizes ſo great, yet he was never 
detected; no, not once: Some of his Peo= 
ple and Dependents were, indeed, catch'd” 
in the Fact, and received their Reward; 
yet ſo faithtul were they to him, or ſo 1g. 
norant of his true Name, for he went by 
ſeveral Names, that none of them ever. 
accuſed him, no, not upon the Rack; and 
this cauſed us to obſerve, as above, how 
a fair an Opportunity he had to have le t off 
7 the Trade, and to have made his Retreat 
S from the World, as other wealthy Mer- 
1 7 chants do. 
x 
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We are now to ſuppoſe all his Cavalry, 
as I called them, diſmounted, and the 
„ 0 Road being left free, the whole Troop 

1 B23 „ 


&' Sa 


enter'd into the Service of Monſieur Car- 
touch, and Bizeau himſelf among the reſt ; 


on which Occaſion, our Aathor makes 


this particular Remark : Now, ſays he, the 


Scene altered in Paris, for Cartouch and his 
Followers, perſorm'd their Part by Sleight of 


Hand, and with admirable Art, got Mens 
Papers, and that, as above, was their Money, 


and the Loſers were only robbed, that is, 
perhaps, ruin'd and undone. But Bizeau 


and his People underſtood not that Part of 


the Trade; they had no Cunning; they 


knew how to give the Muzzle of the Piſtol 
in a Man's Face, and ſay, Stand and Deliver; 


but they did not know which Way to dive 
into their Pockets, and, by true Sleight of 


Hand, to whip off a Pocket-book or a 


en : 
' To make themſelves Amends for this 


Deficiency, Cartouch ſupply'd them, ſays 
our Author, with Setters and Winkers, 


as the Thieves Cant calls them; a ſort of 


People, who made it their Buſineſs to 
watch the Market, and ſee who Sold and 


who Bought the Papers; for this was juſtly 


called a Paper-Traffick, and to give Inti- | 


mation where they were to be found. 


' The Conſequence of this Intelligence 


was, That when a Gentleman had Sold a 
Paper-Stock, as it was called, and received 
the Money, they never loſt Sight of him, 


1 | 
b ill, | 
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till, if poſſible, they came at the Money, 


whether with Blood, or without it; For 
Example; 


If the Gentleman went off with Com- 


pany to a Cabarette, (Tavern) or to any 


Eating-houſe to Dinner, they followed, to 


be ſure, and, finding ſome Pretence or 
Other, they would, as ſoon as it was Dark, 
ſend for him out into another Room, and, 
making a Sham of Buſineſs, Collar him at 


once, and, ſtripping him of what he had 


about him, leave him almoſt ſtrangled, 


and unable to call out for ſome Time; ſo 


that they were ſure to be gone off clear 
with the Booty. 


If this was not the Caſe, and it was 


not found practicable to get him from his 
Company, then they watched him home; 
and, if it was in the Street, they found 
an Opportunity to ſeize him, whether on 


the Pont Neuf, the Place des V. iftoires, or any 


other convenient Place, they chopp'd in 


upon him, and then he was ſure to be 


murthered, and, perhaps, thrown into the 


Seine; and many Inſtances were to be found 
of this Part of the PraQtice, at that Time 
of Day, nor did they ever ſhew any Mer- 
Cy, as Wecan hear of. 

If neither of theſe were found practica- 


ble, then the Gentleman, poſſeſs'd of the 


Money, Was n home to his Houle, 


and 


130 ] f 
and there he had ſome Chances for his 
Money, which, before, he had not; and, 
firſt, it was then enquired, Whether none 
of their Outlying Friends were placed in 
that Houſe, that is to ſay, Such as were 
placed as Servants, but were Spies, to 

give Notice when any Booty was brought 
into ſuch Houſes, and when it went out, 
and where; or ſuch as were thruſt into 
Houſes by Sleight, juſt for the Occaſion; 
namely, To open a Door, or Window, 
in the Night, and let the Gang in to rifle 
the Houſe. „„ © SL i! 
In moſt, or all theſe Caſes, they ſeldom | 
executed their Deſigns without Blood; for- 
the Booty they had in Purſuit, was 
generally ſo great, and the Method of | 
coming at it, was naturally ſo violent, 
that there was no Remedy, but to mur- 
ther the Perſons they attacked, and they 
were, indeed, almoſt obliged to this But- 
chery by Neceſlity ; for that there was 
too much Difficulty in coming at the Prize, | 
if the Perſon had Life left to ſtruggle. - || 
for it, or a Voice to cry out, which, ina | 
City ſo populous, as that of Paris is, would 
not fail to bring Help inſtantly about them; 
They were therefore obliged, either imme- 
diately to cut the Perſon's Throat, or to 
throw a Handkerchiet about his Neck, or, 
at one Blow, to knock him down, and 
5 1 then 
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then diſpatch him, or they would be ſur- 
| rounded with People, and the Soldiers, 
Who were appointed, on that extraordi- 
nary Occaſion, to be always patroling in 
the Streets, would be upon them. 

— Theſe Things made Paris, indeed, be a 
diſmal Place to live in; nothing but known 
Poverty was a Protection; nothing but 
broad Day-light, and the open Street, a 
Security; ſo that, after ſome Time, thoſe 
Who were Ip 0 with great Sums tranſ. 
acted nothing but in Private; made no 
| Bargains in the Quincampoix, but by Whiſ- 
per; and, as it were, in Secret, or by ap- 
pointed Retirement to proper Places: Ina 
Word, A general Warineſs poſſeſs'd Man- 
kind, and they ſeemed to be afraid of eve- 
ry one they met; they ſeemed to take 
every body, that did but look at them, 
to be a Thief, and to clap their Hands 
immediately to the Pocket where the Let- 
ter. Caſe lay, if any Man, that they did 
not know, came but near the. 
It was not, indeed, likely, that ſuch a _ 
Trade as this could hold long. In the 
Middle of their Succeſs, the Price of their 
Stocks began to fall, and the Paper-Traf- 
fick ſunk apace; till, at laſt, as we all 
know, the Nature of the Thing chang'd, 
the Shares were all regiſt red, Books and 
Offices kept, as in England, to declare the 
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Property of Things; and this put a full 
Stop to the Trade of robbing People of 
ther Fapers......-. 5 
In the Middle of it all too, their famous 
Leader Cartouch was taken, and brought 
to Juſtice, and with him fell the moſt au- 
dacious, fortunate Rogue, that ever car- 
| ried on fo black a Trade. What followed 
his being apprehended, and how he be- 
| hav'd; what Influence it had upon the 
Whole Gang, and how he (Cartouch) was 
proſecuted by the Lieutenant of the Police; 
Tortur'd, Chain'd, upon his Attempt to 
eſcape, and, at laſt, Broke alive on the 
Wheel; All that Part is made Publick 
already, nor does it relate to this Part of 
CCCP 
Cartouch had, indeed, a Hardſhip in the 
latter Part of his Time, if our Author 
He a true Judgment of Things, as we 
elieve he does; for that his Name, by an 
Accident, being diſcovered by one of his 
Gang, who was executed, and that he 
was the Captain of the whole Gang; 
ever after that, whatever great Villainy 
was performed, it was conſtantly placed 
to his Account, and he became notorious 
for Crimes, that, indeed, he had no Hand 
in; for after Bigeau, and his Party came 
into Paris, they did not only act, as is al- 
ready obſerved, by other and * 
5 | . Aeà- 


* 


. ß 8 


. 


Meaſures, than Cartouch had done; but they 
acted alſo, in particular Gangs and Compa— 
nies, neither depending upon, nor in Concert 
with him, nor with one another; every one 


purſuing his own Game, and taking in the 


Aſſiſtance of any other, only as Neceſlity, 
or want of Help, obliged him to it; nor 
did they any more ſhare the Booty they 
made, after that, among the whole Body : 
In ſhort, it broke up the Society in a great 
Meaſure; and though Paris was not at all 
relieved, but was rather fuller of Robbers 
than ever, yet they were not ſo potent in 
making great Attempts, as when they ated 


in Troops, nor, for ſome Time, were there 


any great Robberies committed upon the 
O_ EET ̃ OT. 

However, as is ſaid above, Cartouch had 

the Fame of all, every Villainy lay at his 

Door, nay, the very Society of Rogues were 


called by his Name, and are foto this Time; 
for if you would deſcribe a hatden'd, deſpe- 


rate Robber, he is called a Cartouchean; and 
this made him, not only fare the worſe 
when he was taken, but it made his Dan- 
ger the greater, and the Government the 
more bent upon taking him, ſetting a Price 
upon his Head, and Way-laying him in eve- 


ry Corner; ſo that after that, he ſoon fell 


into the Hands of Juſtice, and made his Exit, 


as we have heard. 


* But 


"TM. 1 
But now, ſays our Author, you are te 
ſuppoſe, Cartouch has had the Coup de Grace, 
and is gone; but the Gangs of Rogues were 
ſo far from being ſeparated, other than as 
above, or diminiſhed in their Numbers, that 
they rather increaſed; and though the Pa- 
per-Booties, which formerly were made 1 * 
the Quincampoix Street, were ceas'd, 
we ſtill heard of Murthers and . 
in the Streets, breaking up Houſes, and the 
like, as much, and more than ever. 
Fame, buſy in new Inventions, muſter'd 
up new Leaders of the 'Troop every Day, 
and, for ſome Time after, every Thief that 
was taken, was called Cartouch's Succeſſor 
in the Command, and had the Title of Cap» 
tain; but this, our Author aſſures us, was 
4 vulgar Error, and that, after Cartoach, my 
never had any Commander in chick 
Leader ; but the whole Body ſeparated, ea 
they wander'd about in Search after Pur- 
chaſe, as Fate, and their own Vigilance, 
directed. 
„This, ſays our Author, brings me to a 
more particular Enquiry afrer the Fortunes 
of Monſieur Bizezu, who, in Reality, ought 
much more to have been the Talk of the 
World, than Cartouch, as well by being a 
Highway-man long before him, as that he 
continued ſo much longer. 
Cartoach being dead, fays our Author, and 
the be Paper-Trafick ſunk; as 18 ſaid, Bizean 


con- 


1 


continued but a ſhort while in Paris ; though, 


while he did ſtay there, he ſays, he com- 
mitted ſeveral Robberies, particularly taking 
the Pont Neuf for his Station. Here, ſays 


he, one Night, watching his Opportunity, 
he attack'd a certain Perſon of Quality in 
his Coach going home, with Four Flam- 


bea ux, and a ſuitable Retinue ; Bizean, ſays 
he, had Twelve ſtout Fellows with him, 
and firſt he began by cauſing an artificial 
Stop in the Way, by a Cart or Carriage, of 


which, they ſaid, one of the Wheels was 


broken, and Bizeau's Men ſeemed to be buf; 
about it, as if they had belong'd to the 


Cart; the Gentleman's Servants intermed- 


dling to make Way for their Lord, they firſt 


| pick'd a Quarrel with them, and Two or 
Three of them were knock'd down in an 
nſtant; the next Moment, the Lord, or 


what-ever he was, found all his Four Flam. 
beaux were daſh'd out, and toſs'd into the 


Seine, and one of his Men with them; that 


Inſtant, a bold Fellow, letting his Lordſhip 


know he had a Piſtol in his Hand, ſteps up 


to the Coach, and demands his Money, and 
his Watch, and aſſures him, upon immedi— 
ate Delivery, all ſhall be well; otherwiſe, 
his Men ſhall be every one toſsd over the 
Rails into the S2ize, and his Honour paſs 
his Time not at all to his Satisfaction. 
This Perſon of Quality, our Author does 
not name, only calls him the Count 4 
| F-2 5 
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but adds, That he gave them good Words 


finding what Hands he was in, and delivered 


his Gold Watch, ſet with Rubies, Value 


Six hundred Piſtoles, and about Three hun- 
dred Piſtoles in Money, his Lordſhip having 
had better Luck at a Gaming Houſe that 


Night, from whence they watch'd oe 


than he had on the Pont Vf. 
It might be added. That while this was 


5 tranſacting, and to divert the Soldiers, who 
were upon the Patroll that Night, and had 
their Poſt in that Quarter, another ſmall 


Gang of Bizeau's Gentry, made a Broil of 


their own, in a Street hard by, and Two of 


them officioully called off the Patroll in 
great Haſte, as if there was Murther com- 
mitting ia the next Street; the Soldiers, 
eaſily deluded, march'd furiouſly to the Place, 
where they found a great Croud gotten to- 
gether, but the Fray was over, and the 
Rogues had mingled themſelves fo effectually : 
with the Mob, that they were not to be 
found; ſo the Soldiers went back to the 
Pont Neuf juſt time enough to know, That 
they came too late. 

So ealy is it for a Gang of artful Rogues, 


todelude the moſt vigilant Eyes in ſome con- 


triv'd Caſes, where the ignorant Party has 


no Thought of, or Gueis at the Deſign: 
Had the commanding Officer, at that Time, 
had Preſence of Mind enough to have 


march'd with a Part ot his Troop, or had 
he, 


LY] 
he, which was more his proper Work, kept 
his Poſt, and detached a Party of his Men, to 
ſee what was doing in the next Street, perhaps 
he had ſaved the Perſon of Quality from his 
Diſaſter, and diſcovered alſo, that he was 
impoſed upon; but the cunning Rogues, re- 
preſenting the other Fray as a Matter of Im- 
portance; that there was a ſtrong Party 
of Cartoucheans; and that the Inhabi- 
tants were frighted to the laſt Degree, and 
begging of them, for the Love of G— and 
the Bleſſed Virgin, to bring the Guards im- 
mediately; this ſpecious Story, and well 
told alſo, you will ea ſily grant, might delude 
any Man, and the Officer not ſeeing into it, 
was not ſo much bla meable for his Credulity, 
as it was called at that Time; For, ſays our. 
Author, the Officer was ſeverely reprimand-. 
ed, and, not without the Interceſſion of good 


5 Friends, and, perhaps, ſome Money allo, 
' | eſcaped loſing his Commiſhon. | 
ö Our Author's farther Account of their 
T Adventures, contains a great Variety of 
t | little Attempts upon private Perſons in the 
Streets, and ſome Foot-pad Robberies on 
„ | the Two Roads near Paris, moſt particular- 
ly frequented by Gentlemen and Perſons of 
s Quality, namely, the Road to Verſailles, and 
: that to Meudon: But neither of theſe being 
e, frequented as formerly, when the King had 
e his Court at the firſt, and the Dauphin 


d at the latter, they made no great Purchaſe. 
e = EY | a „ | there, 
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38 ] 
there, and, in ſhort, their Company began 


to decline apace. 
One Story our Author relates, which 


ſeems very particular and diverting, and 
with which, I I ſhall conclude this Part of 
their Hiſtury. They had obſerved, or had 


Intelligence by their Spies, That a certain 


young Gentleman in Paris, frequented I wo 
particular Hoſes, both remarkable for the 
ſeveral Vices they promoted, viz. One a 
Gaming Ordinary, the other a Bawdy- 
Houſe ; "they had, it jcems, a certain Account 
of this Gentlemen, that it he had had Luck at 
Play, he always went away mute and me- 


lancholy, and walked directly Home to his 
Lodgings, where, 'tis to be ſuppoſed, he 


ſpent che Hours in giving vent to his Paſſions | 
and Rage, for the Loſs of his Money: Bur, 
on the other hand, if he had been Winner, 


and had good Luck at Play, he went away 
airy and briok, humming a Song as he went; 


and his Courſe was aiways directly to the 
Bawdy-Houſe, where he. Had a Fuls de Foy, 

as they call them in Paris, who he took a 
particular Pleaſure to converſe with. _ 
This Houle was kept, it ſeems, by an 
Old Lady Procureſs, in Ergliſh called a 
Bawd, who carried on a very conſiderable _ 
Trade that Way, and who was, it may be 


ſuppos'd, by what follow'd, very rich. 
The Gang having obſerved the Gentleman's 8 


conſtant. Practice, as before, had now no 
more 


r . ˙ - ˙ > ts. 6 
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more Occaſion to ſet a Man to wait above, 


to know whether he had good or bad Luck 
at Play; but they ſet one to watch his 


Poſture when he came out, and if they 


heard that he came ſingiag down Stairs, 
and called a Coach to go towards the Faux. 
bourg St. Germains, for there the Lady dwelt, 
they then knew very well how it had fared 


with him at Play. 
It happened one Night, that this Gentle- 


man had had better Luck than ordinary, 
and had won an extraordinary Sum, and as 
his Mirth had increaſed with his Money, 
he came talking all the way down Stairs, 
thus, 1rois Cent Piſtoles, par D 


his Oath ; that is, Yhree Has Piſtoles, 4 5 


adding 


-; and this over and over again, a 


great many Times, and loud enough to be 
heard, for, "till his Man brought a Coach, 
he did the ſame as he ſtood at the Door. 


The Coach vii called, he drove di- 
rectly to the Fauæbourg St. Germains, to the 


old Houſe, where he uſed to be merry; 


but the Gang had their Notice ſo early, that, 
truly, they were at the Houſe before him, 


and as they had put on the Appearance of 
Gentlemen, Three of them were admitted, 
and had taken up a Room next to the Place 
where they knew he uſually went; and 
having gotten Two or Three Ladies with 
chem: they pretended to be very merry, 


and 
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Gentleman had taught them. 


4 + 
and called for Muſick, and ſoon after went 


to Dancing, as, perhaps, was the Cuſtom. 
After ſome little Time, and before their 


"Muſick, in came the Gentleman, and, ac- 
_ cording to his uſual Trade, had his Lady 


he uſed to be, and they began to be very 


The Lady ſung very fine, and ſhe en- 


tertained him with a Song, and thus Matters 
went on very well for ſome Time, *till both 
Parties had been at Supper; and after that, 
as uſual, it was ſuppoſed, the Gentleman 

was treating his Lady with a different Re- 

paſt; then the Fellows thought it was their 
Time to act, ſo they bolted into the Room, 


juſt when they were in the Height of their 


Injoy ments, and one of them came in ſing- 


ing, Trois Cent Piſtoles, par D., juſt as the 


/ 


The young Spark, angry and provoked to 
be ſurprized in that Poſture, ſtarts up and 
flies to his Sword, but they were too nimble 


for him there, and cloſing in with him, told 


him, They were ſorry to interrupt him in his 


Sport; but that they only deſired to borrow 


the Three Hundred Piſtoles of him, which 
he had won of an honeſt Gentleman of their 
Acquaintance, at the Gros Raiſins in la Rue 


de St. Dennis, that is, at the Banch of Grapes 
in St. Dennis 's- ſtreet, and that upon his re- 
ſtoring that Sum to them, they would leave 


him 


FR? 
him and his Miſtreſs to go on with their 
Game. 3 | 
The young Gentleman was a Man of 
Courage, and began to ſtruggle to ger Room 
for his Sword; but they ſoon let him know 
it was to no Purpoſe, and ſhewing their 
| Piſtols, as alſo ſetting a Sword's Point to his 
Throat, he ſubmitted, and began to capi- 
1 GE OE Ins 5 

All this while, the young Venus lay tremb- 

ling in the very Poſture they found her; for 
, | though it expoſed her to the utmoſt, being 
| | quite undreſſed, yet they had charged her 
to lie ſtock ſtill, or elſe they had given their 
Words to cut her open moſt decently. 


k In a Word, the Gentleman pulled out 
r | Two Hundred and Fifty of the Piſtoles, and 
- | delivered them, but own'd, that being in- 


e debted to the Old Matron, the Miſtreſs of 
| the Houſe, who often lent him Money for 
to | his Play, he paid her Forty Piſtoles, and 
dA | that his Doxy having not had any Part of 
le | her uſual Penſion, he had given her the other 
, kf... 
iis | They approved his Honeſty, they ſaid, 
w | andasked him, If the Old Lady had given 
ch | him a Receipt-for them? which he own'd 
eir | ſhe had; Very well, Sir, faid one of them, 
due | than you are diſcharged ; upon this, obliging 
pes | the Gentleman to make no Noiſe, in the 
re- Houſe, and placing one of their Company 
ave || to ſee him perform it, the other going into 
„ 'C e ra 
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the next Room, called for the Old Lady, 


who readily coming up, they told her, that 


the muſt lend them Fitty Piltoles. | 


The Old Matron laughed at them at firſt; 


but finding them inſiſt upon it, The then | 


pleaded Poverty, and that ſhe had not ſo 


much in the World; but they preſently 


convinced her, that they knew ſhe had juſt 


before received the Forty Piſtoles of the 


Gentleman, and they did not doubt, but 


| ſhe could find Ten more upon a little Search ; 


if not, they told her, chey would help her 


look for them. 


: Then {ſhe ſmelt what they Here and ell 
a ſcolding at them, and then to crying, 
and made as if ſhe would cry out for Help; 


but they let ber know alſo, that ſhe had 
no more to do but to be quiet, or they 
would burn her Houſe down, and throw her 
into the Fire: So the Old Bawd ſubmitted 


too, and brought them the Money, though 


with a great deal of Difficulty, and they 
made her ſenſible, that it was a great Fa- 


your that they did not go with her, and take 
all they could find: The Story is embelliſh 


ed by our Author, with ſome lewd Pranks 


* 


play'd alſo, with the Gentleman's 


* 


Miſtreſs, who, they had caufed to lie ſtark 


naked before them all the while they were 
plundering him and the Matron of their 
Money; but thoſe Things, as too groſs for 


Our. 


J 43 ] 
our Relation, we purpoſely omit ; our Bu- 
ſineſs being of a more ſerious Nature. 
This Story, *tis ſaid, has many other Par- 
ticulars alſo, with relation to the Fiddlers 
they had ſent for, who they tied Neck and 
Heels, and ſtopped their Mouths ; ſo that 
they could make no Muſick, either Baſe or 
Treble, as alſo the young Whores they had 
called up for their own Uſe, who, they 
gagg'd, fripped naked, and tied them to the 
Fiddlers, in a Poſture not fit to be named: 
Several other Tricks they play'd alſo with 
the Old Bawd and her Maid, which we 
ſhall not eater into here; only, That they 
ſtripp'd them all ſtark naked, becauſe they 
ſhould not follow them into the Street, and 
raiſe a Cry after them; {wearing to them, 
Tat if they offered to open a Window to 
I cry out, they would ſhoot them at the 
. Window, or come back, and cut their 
- | Throats; as for the Gentleman, they uſed 
* him civilly, but at parting, asked his Leave 
1 to bind him and his Miſtreſs together, in 
: 
| 


the ſame Poſture they found them in, which, 
tho' they might ſoon untie, yet not ſoon 


& enough to make any Purſuit after them; And 
in this Poſture, ſays our Author, they left 
KS 5 the whole Family. 

's | Had all their Bepredations been made with 
r ſuch an Air of good Humour and Mirth, 
Tre gaz this was, there would have been much les 
eir to have been ſaid WE them: But whatever 
for 2 1 moved 
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ul 
moved them to the Pleaſantry of that Day's 
Frolick, our Author does not ſay; but this 
is certain, that they carried on their Trade 


of Robbery, both before and after, more 
like Savages and Butchers, than Men born 
among Chriſtians, and, as our Author relates 


Things, nothing has ever been acted with 


ſo much Barbarity and unnatural Cr uelty 
in our Age. = 
Few of their Robberies in the Streets of 
Paris were committed without murthering 
the Perſons before they robbed them, and 
ſo many People, have, of late, been mur. 
thered in that City, without any Deny 


of the Perſons acting in it, that every Bod 


concluded at laſt, ifa Man was murthered, 
the Cartoucheans had done it. 
Several of theſe Murthers, our Author 
adds, have been confeſſed at the Wheel, and 
on the Rack, when the Criminal has been 
juſt going to Execution for other Crimes; 
and moſt of thoſe Penitents have been r 
the Gang of theſe Fellows, who Bizeau had ” 
10 long been concerned with. 4 19 
N.̃te, our Author ſays, Bizeau would: never 
ſuffer himſelf to be 2 the Captain or 
Leader of theſe Gangs, upon any Account, 
remembring the Conſequence of that Vanity 
in Cartouch; who, had he not affected the Stile 
of Command, and taken upon himſelf to he 
the Leader and Captain of the whole Body, 
had not been ſingled out in the n I 
Q 


[4] 


of thoſe who came to the Scaffold, nor 
been ſingled out by the Officers of Jaſtice, 
ſo as to bend their whole Application to the 
apprehending of him. 


Bur'B:izeau kept himſelf conceald by his 
declining the Name and Authority of the 
Captain, and yet, perhaps, had as much 
the Direction of Things as ever Cartouch 
himſelf had. = 
The Turn of Times, as Ive ſaid, now 
ſeparated the Robbers, and, as is obſerved, 


ſome took to one Part of France: and ſome 
to another; but Biseau, of whom we are 


now writing, choſe the North Part, Viz, 


The Province of Picard), the Iſle of France, 


and the Frontiers of ele Pays Conquis ; this 
being a Part with which, it ſeems, he had 


been moſt acquainted. He had with him 
his uſual Number, and which he ſeldom ex- 
ceeded; and even theſe he often divided into 
TWO Gangs, as we ſhall ſee hereafter. 


In this new Diviſion of the Country 
among them, Bizeau, ſays our written 


Account, got acquainted with the Le Febvres, 


or Le Fevres, a Family, or Race of Rogues, 


who, as it appears by the ſame Author's 
Account, had liv'd by the Scout, or Plun. 
der, for ſome Years, and, particularly, dur- 
ing the late War, the Eldeſt of them, with his 
Father Jaques le Febvre, were Suttlers, it ſeems, 
in the French Camp during the ſeveral Cam- 
paigns of the laſ War in Hazders, 
There 
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[46]. 
There were, it ſeems, Three Brothers of 
them, John Baptiſt le Febure, Lewis le Febure, 
and Peter le Febure ; The Two former are 
called Vintners, that is to ſay, in Emeliſh, 
Vittuallers, or Ale-houſe Kgepers; the latter 
called himſelf Feweler, that is alſo, in Engliſb, 

a Catler, or Toy-man. n 08 
This Gang of Rogues, ſays he, were ra- 
ther equal, than inferior to Bizeas in their Vil- 
lainies, and had been of full as long Standing 

in their Robberies, as he, though of a differ- 
ing Nature; for, as our Author ſays, they 
were bred up in the Army, and yet were 

not Soldiers, but Suttlers; that is to ſay, 
were, by the Nature of their Buſineſs, 
Thieves and Murtherers ; tor thoſe fort of 
Fellows are bred to Cruelty and Blood, and 
that in the worſt Manner of Practice in the 
World; namely, They follow the Camp, 
without any Buſineſs or Employ, as our 
Black- guard Boys in Exgland uſed to do, and 
when-ever any Action happens between the 
Armies on either Side, or between the De- 
tachments or Parties, while the Soldiers are 
engaged in the Service, and being under 
Command, cannot ſtir from their Ranks, 
theſe Rogues ſtrip and plunder the dead 
Bodies, and many innocent Gentlemen, not 
only before they are dead, but who, if they 
did not fall into their mercileſs Hands, would 
recover of their Wounds. ee | 


I 3 1 
Me need not enter farther into a Deſcrip: 
tion of this barbarous Race of People, or of 
their bloody Employment; *tis plain, and 
known to all that uſed the Army, that as 
| ſoon as any Soldier or Officer was wounded, 
and had fallen, the Suttlers Boys, and Women, 
ſuch as troop always about, and after the 
Camp, would run in upon him like ſo many 
Vultures at their Prey, to hale and ftri 


the Cloaths off from the dead Body, and if 


they were not quite Breathleſs, they were 


ſoon made ſo, by the bloody Hands of theſe | 


 Wretches. CLUE ITT Gs» e 
; Nor was their Practice upon the Enemy 
e | only, running in among the thickeſt of the 
1 | fighting Soldiers, fearleſs of the Shot, which 
e | fly as thick as Hail, or of the Blows, which 
0, 
Cr 


often light on them, but even the wounded 


, | Men of their own Side were ſerved in the 
d | fame Kind, and that with equal Cruelty, 
ie || if they had the ſame Opportunity; and this 
e- | made a Gentleman, who had Reaſon to be 
re | Well acquainted with thoſe Things, ſay, 
jer | That the Suttlers Boys, and the Soldiers 
ks, | Whores, deftroy'd more Men than the Bat- 
-ad || tle; that the Soldiers wounded one another, 


not | indeed, but theſe Kkill'd them; for that, 


hey | Where-ever they came, there was very rarely 
uld | any Body that was wounded and ſtripp'd, 

that ever recovered; nor was any to be 
found among the Wounded, that had any 


Women, had been among them. Ot 


Breath in them, if the Suttlers, and the 
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OF this wretched Gang, what could be 
expected but a Crew of Ruffians, who be- 
ing early, from their very Childhood, 
drench'd in Blood, and harden'd againſt the 
Cries and Eatreaties of the Miſerable ; deaf 
to all the moſt moving Expoſtula tions, and 
Strangers to Pity and Compaſhon, were 
ripen'd up for all manner of Cruelty, and 
the more bloody any Undertaking was likely 
to be, the more ſuitable to their Nature and 
,,, ff fin on ao © 
uch this Family of the Le Febvre are repre- 
ſented to be, by the Author above menti- 
oned; and, indeed, he ſets them out as the 
moſt wicked, the moſt terrible, and the 
vileſt Crew in the World; abandon'd to eve- 
ry Thing that was baſe and horrid ; Rob- 
bers of the worſt and moſt barbarous Kind; 
who yet, by the Iniquity of the Times, were 
ſuffered in the Army, where, under Pre- 
tence of exerciſing their Rapine and Cruelty 
only on the Enemy, they were connio'd at, 
and remain'd unpuniſhed; but yet were 
ſuch as in the common Expectation of Man- 
kind, would certainly ripen up to the Wheel, 
or the Gallows. _ i755 163 3A 
It is to the cruel Diſpoſition of thoſe 
murthering Brethren, that our Author lays. 
the Brand of the inhuman Actions, which 
Bizeau, and one of the Le Febvres, were exe- 
cuted for; and ſays, that he was aſſured, 
they were the Mea that voted in the (hore 
| 75 7270 | 1 on- 


[ 49 J h 


Conſultation they held at the Time of the 
Robbery to have them all kill'd, which 


Bizeau did not at all think of before; 


it is true, Bizeau himſelf does not lay it up- 


on them in his Confeſſion, nor was there 


any Occaſion for it, becauſe he was not 
 Iaterrogate upon that Head; but we relate 
it from the {ame Authority, ſuppoſing that 
Perſon to have it from ſome, who inquired 
farther into the Particulars of the Tragedy. 
With this Society, Br/zeas, wicked enough 
before, and bloody too, though now likely 

to be much worſe, kept a cloſe Correſpon- 


dence, and, as they gave each other con- 
ſtant Intelligence of every thing worth com- 


municating, for their mutual Advantage, ſo 
they often joined their Forces together, 
where the Booty, in their View, appeared 
to be too ſtrongly guarded for them; and, 
in ſuch Caſe, it was to be obſerved, ſays 
our Author, that they very ſeldom ſhunn'd 
any Enterprize for the Hazard of it, or 
baulk'd a home Charge, though they found 


the Perſons reſolute, and in a good Poſture 
8 e 
This Character, ſays he, is more parti- 


cularly due to Bizeau; for as to Le Febwre, he 


does not give him the Title of a brave Man 
at all, but, rather, of a baſe, low-ſpirited 


Murtherer, who had Impudence enough to 
be bloody, but not Courage enough to fight; 


that would murther a Man in the Dark, 


1 and 
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and when in his Hands at Mercy, but durſt 
not look a Man in the Face Sword in 
Hand. 8 „ 
In a Word, Here were Two of the worſt 
Fellows that God ſuffered to live, come to- 
gether in the Perſons of Joſeph Bigeau, and 
Peter le Febvre; and fad was it for the poor 
Gentlemen that afterwards fell into their 
Hands, for the like Blood-hounds, in human 
Shape, were ſcarce to be found in the World. 
We have now a long Detail of their wicked 
Actions to deſcribe; we mean, Such as they 
committed after they came together on the 
Frontiers of the French. Conquer'd Countries, 
that 1s to ſay, In Picardy, Artois, and Haz. 
nault, and on the Road from Paris to Cam- 
bra), and Liſle, for theſe were the Parts they 
plied moſt in; but we muſt be content to 


Morten our Account, and leave many of our 


Author's longeſt Stories quite out, as we 
did before. 7 „„ 
One Time we find them baulk'd and diſ- 
appointed, and that is an Evidence, as is 
ſaid above, that Biz2au was not now match'd 
with ſuch ſtout Fellows, as he had with 
him at the Pont Beau Voiſin in Dauphine; 
that his Company now was as bloody, but 
not as brave; as willing, but not as ventu- 
rous : In ſhort, That they were rather cruel 
than bold and ſtout. The Caſe was this; 
They had Intelligence, ſays our Author, 
of a great Booty upon the Road, aaa 
1 N Arras 
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Arras and Amiens, being Six Gentlemen in 
a Poſt Chaiſe, and a Coach, with only Two 


Servants to attend them; that there were 
ſome Dutch Merchants among them, Who 


had accepted Bills a bout them, payable at 
Paris, tor a conſiderable Sum, the Bills ha v- 
ing been negociated at Liſte, and fully en- 


dors'd ; that they had, beſides, a good round 


Sum of Money with them. 
Le Febure, who, it ſeems, had firſt had 


Notice of another Booty, which was alſo 
very conſiderable, was gone away directly 


to Liſte, reſolving to lie there ready, ſo that 


he might be ſure not to fail, and had ſent 
an Expreſs to Le Bizeau, who was ſtation'd 
at Pont Oyſe, to advance upon the Road to 
meet him; and Le Bizeau, who had Intelli- 
[9's by another Hand, of this Second Prize, 


ad, at the ſame Time, ſent Le Febvre Infor- 


mation, and appointed to meet him at a 
Village called Joutencour, on the Road from 


Arras to Amiens, and near the latter; but 


they were now fo remote, that, in a Word, 
they could not think it poſſible to meet; ſo 


either Party proſecuted their ſeveral Deſigns 


upon their own Strength. _ 
Lie Febvre had only his Two Brothers, and 
Two other Men with him, and were but 
ill Hors'd neither, being indeed, accoutred 

more like what they were, v:z. Rogues, than 
| what they endeavoured to look like, namely, 
Gentlemen: However, he reſolved upon the 
H 2 Attempt, 
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[ 52 | my 
Attempt, and as he had learn'd the exact 
Time when the Gentlemen ſet out, he put 
himſelf on the Way about Two Hours be- 
fore them. The Gentlemen he had in his 
View, were only Two, the one a Commiſ- 
ſary's Son, and the other a Merchant, botn 
of Life; They travell'd together in a 
Poſt Chaiſe, with Two Servants on Horſe- 
back; and the Booty which they had about 
them, and which Le Febvre had Notice of, 
was very conſiderable, no leſs, ſays our 
Author, than Two thouſand Piſtoles in 
Gold. on )))V%V%ꝙ%%VVVVV pn 0h Hl 
The Intelligence which Le Febvre had, 
both of the Money and the Perſons that 
had it, was very exact; but when he came 
to view them upon the Road, he found he 
was miſtaken as to their Number; for that 
being very wary, and knowing the Charge 
they had about them, they had mounted 
Five Men more for their Security, ſo that 
they were no leſs than Seven Men well 
arm'd, beſides the Two Gentlemen in the 
Chaiſe, and they had each of them a Fuſee 
in the Chaiſe beſides their Piſtols 
Le Febvre had another Misfortune too, ſays 
our Account; namely, That ſhewing him 
ſelf upon the Way, though without any 
Appearance of offering any thing to the 
Company, the Poſt Man, or Driver of the 
Poſt-Chaiſe, knew him; now as who ever 
knew him, knew him to be a Rogue, the 


Fellow 


4 38 


Fellow gave notice to the Gentlemen, letting 


them know both who he was, and that his 
Character was that of a notorious Villain, 


though they did not know him as a High- 
way Robber, for he had but very lately 


taken up that Employment, and was not 
much known in it at that Time. 
However, the Gentlemen put themſelves 
immediately into a Poſture ef Defence, and 
le Febvre eaſily faw there was no good to be 
done with them, without more Strength; 
ſo he rode off, not having given them the 
| leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that he ever intended 
any thing againſt them, except what pro- 


ceeded from his general Character, which, 
of itſelf, was ſuch as made all Men that 


knew him, expect ſomething or other that 
was miſchievous. 

Le Febvre, ſays our Author, went off with 

ſecreſy, making no ſhew of his Deſign, but 


rode with all Expedition towards Sr. Omer, 


intending to communicate his Circumſtances 
there to another Rogue of the Gang, who 


he expected to find there with ſome Atten- 
dants, who he knew were always ready for 


Miſchief, and who he reſolved to take with 


him to ſtrengthen his Company, and ſo to 


meet the Gentlemen again the next Day ; he 


having already had an exaQt Account of the 
Route which they were to go, where they 


would lie every N ight, and the like. 


When 
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When he came to St. Omer, he found, to his 
great Mortification, that not only the Man he 
came to look for was gone abroad, but that 
all his Party were out with him; he preſent- 


Iy concluded it was upon ſome Enterprize 
of the like Nature, and 1nquiring of a certain 


Female Agent, which he knew was always 
truſted with thoſe Secrets, ſhe gave him an 
Account of the Meſſage which had been 
ſent from le Bizeau, and of all the Par- 
ticulars, and how a Meſſenger had been like- 
wiſe ſent to himſelf on the ſame Account. 


In this Perplexity he knew not what to 
do; but calling a ſhort Council with his 
Two wicked Brothers, they reſolved to 
ſhift their Horſes and Cloaths, that when 

the Gentlemen ſhould fee them again, they 


might not be known, and to follow the 


Fellow and his Gang, to the Rendezvous 
appointed by Bizeau, near Joutencour as above, 
and ſo to get an additional Strength there, in 
order to attack the Poſt-Chaiſe. 3 
As he ſhifted Horſes, and rode hard, he 
was at the Rendezvous juſt time enough to 
meet his Comerade Bizeau, who had the 
Evening before, come to the Place, and under. 
ſtood, that the other Gentlemen from Arras 
were to ſet out as the next Day; this was 
deemed very lucky by Bizean, for now they 
were a ſtrong Party or Gang of Rogues in- 
deed, being Seventeen in Number, and oat 

by 5 Hs Wel! 
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well mounted and armed, eſpecially Bixean 
and his Troop, who came from Pont Oyſe. 

But le Febvre had ſpoiled all their Game, 
for the Two Gentlemen of Liſle having been 
alarmed, as I have ſaid, and being ap- 

prehenſive, that notwithſtanding their ad- 
ditional Guard, they might be attacked, 
and that the Rogues having had a Sight of 
them, and. finding them too ſtrong, might tl 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to know ſomething = 
of what Charge they had about them, and FF 
ſo might, as was indeed the Caſe, be gone 
away to pick up a Reinforcement of their 


| Gang; I fay, the Gentlemen having been 

> | thus alarm'd, thought fit to leave the Road 

| they were in, which lay to Cambray, and go 
away tothe Right, to the City of Arras. 

[ As they might be ſuppoſed, when they 

- | came to Arras, to be pretty free in their 

5 | Diſcourſe of what they had met with, and 

„ | what had brought them to that City; fo 

. the News of Robbers being upon the Road, 

: quickly ſpread over the whole City, and 

© | among the reſt, reached the Ears of the 

© Gentlemen who were going to Amiens, of 

© whom as I faid above, Bizeau had gotten nf 
I Intelligence, and for whom he now waited _ Ul 
45 J at Toutenconr, near Amiens, as above. 1 
8 Theſe Gentlemen ſoon found out the other 


* Two, and as their Rout was not much out 
of the Way, they ſoon agreed to make all 
„ Jone Company. As the Firſt Gentlemen had 

ell 8 taken 


[56] 
taken Five Men at Liſe to guard them to 
Cambray, and who ought now to have been 
diſmiſſed, they reſolved, tho? it was very 
expenſive, to keep them with them, 'till 
they came to be out of Danger, and by the 
ſame juſt Reaſoning, they prevailed with 
the Six Gentlemen of Arras to increaſe the 
Number of their Retinue too, which they 
did, by hiring Eight ſtout Fellows well 
armed and mounted, to reinforce their 
Guard; ſo that they now made a Body of 
Twenty five Men, Seventeen on Horſe- 
back, and very well mounted and furniſhed, 
and Eight in the Coaches, who were alſo 

very well provided with Arms. 
With all this good Company they ſet out 
very chearfully, and beſides theſe, they 
found themſelves ſtrengthned in the Morn- 
ing, by Seven or Eight Travellers, who fell 
in with them by the Way, to take the Be. 
nefit of their Convoy, though theſe were 
not, perhaps, ſo well provided as the reſt, 
that is to ſay, not ſo well armed. _ 
| Bizeau was upon the Scout early in the 
Morning, and underſtood his Buſineſs too 
well to let them paſs him, without doing 
what he came about, if it had been to be 
done; but advancing, on their Approach, 
with only le Febure and Two more in his 
Company, he was ſurprized, when, inſtead 
of Eight Men, who he expected, he found a 
'Troop of between Thirty and Forty Men, 
ap. 


8 


appeared with Two Poſt-Chaiſes, and One 


Coach and Four Horſes ; Twenty of the Men 
riding before in very good Order, with one, 


like an Officer, to lead them, and another to 
bring them up ; and Five came behind after 

the Coaches, as a Reſerve. 3 
| Bizeau and his Comrades retreated upon 


this Appearance, and calling a ſhort Council 
With the reſt of his Men, they conſulted 
their Strength, and what was to be done; 
He and his own particular Gang being bold 


Fellows, and uſed to charge home, were for 
venturing, and making a bold Puſh of it; 


alledging, the Horſemen were not of the 
King's Guards or Genſdarms; but that they 


were meer Burgois, that is to ſay, Citizens 


and Shop- Keepers, and would not ſtand; 
that if they gave them one Volley at the 
Corner of the Lane, which he ſhewed to be 
juſt before them, and then fell in among 


them Sword in Hand, they would be put 
into - Confuſion immediately, and the like. 
But le Febvre was againſt it, and bad him re- 


member Pont Bon Voiſin, where he had been 


very nigh a Defeat by an inferior Number; 
It ſeems, Bizeau had told him the Story, for 


le Febure was not among them at that Time; 


Bizeau reply d, That it was true, they Were a 
little ſhocked there, meeting an extraordinary 
Reſiſtance, but that they recovered them- 


ſelves quickly, and maſter'd them at laſt; 


and that fo it would be here, and offered 
* * Bo 4 


TT. 

tobe One of the Twelve of his Men who 
{hould charge them at the Entrance of the 
Lane or Defile that was before them, and the 
other Five td diſmount and line the Hedge, 
which would (he ſaid) put them all into a 


Surprize, becauſe they would not know the 


Number that were within the Hedges. 

This he ſpoke with ſo much Chearfulneſs, 
and backed it ſo earneſtly, with repeating 
to them what a noble Booty there was, 
that, as our Author relates, he had almoſt 
won them all over; but le Tebvre hung back 
ſtill, and at laſt poſitively refuſed ; at which 
Bizeau upbraided him with want of Cou- 
rage, called him Coward, and ſhook his 
Piſtol at him; But it was all one, he would 
not come into it; ; adding, That it was an un- 
equal Attempt, that he was not in haſte to 


be Broke on the Wheel, it would come ſoon 


enough of itſelf, and that they were not 
Troopers, but Moroders, their Buſineſs was 
Plunder, not Blows; and they might, with 
a little good Conduct, meet with as good 
Purchaſe, with leſs r 
In a Word, they could not bring him to 
make the Attempt, and in a few Minutes 
the Travellers paſſed by, the Gang lying 
ſtill in a Wood, a little Diſtance from the 
Road; and thus Bizeau had the Mortifica- 
tion to ſee a good Prize {lip out of his Hands, 
which, as this Account ſays, he was not uſed 


{to do, and had he had his old hardy Car- 


roucheans 


ee e 
The Firſt which this Account tells us of, 
he makes le Febvre commit in a kind of a Rage, 


WT 


2 
touc heans with him, he would not have ſub- 
mitted to it, notwithſtanding the Superiority 
of their Numbers. 
This little Wrangle, ſays the foremention- 
ed Author, parted the Two Leaders for 
ſome time, and Bizean, who deſpiſed le Febwre 


for a Coward, dropt him, not giving him 


Notice when he heard of any Prize, and 
— 80 keeping up a Correſpondence with 
In this Interval, which laſted above Half a 

Year, they committed, ſays he, many notorious 
Robberies in ſeparate Gangs, and not a few 


Murthers were alſo heard of, the latter, 


more eſpecially, being the Work of le Febvre, 


who was a meer Savage, as I have obſerved 


above ; but they are too many to relate 


for Bizear's calling him Coward, as if he 
thought by that Method, to clear himſelf 


of the Infamy of Cowardize : The Story, as 
our Author relates it, is thus; Going home- 


ward, ſays he, to St. Omer, he met a Chaiſe 


with Two Gentlemen in it, who ſubmiſh ve. 


ly delivered him their Money, and their 
Watches, which made together no inconſi- 
derable Value, and ſo they went away from 


them quietly enough; but, on a ſudden, they 


returned on the Spur, the Chaiſe Driver ſee- 


ing them, told the Gentlemen they were 
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coming, and added, As they have robbed 
you already, they certainly come back, re- 
penting that they have not killed you, to pre- 
vent Diſcovery. 

The Two Gentlemen, not at all ſurprized, 
prepared to receive them, and had the good 
N to receive their firſt Fire without be- 
hurt, only the poor Driver of the 
Chaiſe was killed, who gave the Gentlemen 
Notice of their coming, and they had only 
a Boy, who belonged to the Chaiſe, to 
drive it; ſo the Gentlemen got out of the 
_ Chaiſe, and bad the Boy drive away as faſt 
as he could, while they ſhifted for themſelves ; 
the Boy drove off as they bad him, and 
the Two Gentlemen, ſeeing ſome incloſed 
_ Grounds near, made a noble Retreat to- 
wards the Hedges, having not diſcharged 
their Pieces, which they always preſented 
at the Rogues when they approached: At 
length they got into the Incloſures, and 
then immediately fired at them through the 
Hedge, one at a time, ſo keeping one Shot 
good, while the other was loading his Piece. 
The butcherly Rogues did not think fit 
to venture quite up to the Hedge, and one 
4 ang Horſes was ſhot in the little Advance 


had made; but that their murthering i 


« Bo might not be quite defeated, they 
* after the poor Boy, and killed him, who 
could make no Reſiſtance, and Two Peaſants 
or Country- men, who came accidentally 1 


IE | 5 iey 


—ꝛ— 


LOI 
ww 


Y | 


[ 61 
they fired at, killed one, and wounded the 
other, as if they reſolved to murder all 
that came near them, after which they 
went off, and the Two Gentlemen eſcaped 


to St. Omer, which was about Two Leagues 


off, where, no doubt, they gave an Account 
of their Deliverance, and got ſome Horſemen 
to purſue them ; but they could not be heard 


Soon after this, there was a Houſe robbed, 
not far off of Ipres, and all the People 
murthered in a moſt barbarous Manner, 


and our Author places it all to the Account 


of the ſame Gang, though, as he does not 
enter into the Particulars, we ſhall not un- 


dertake to charge them with it poſitively, 
as he does: It was, indeed, very likely to 
be the Work of ſuch a Crew, the like of 


E whom we ſcarce read of in Hiſtory, and, 


perhaps, in Time a more full Diſcovery of 


their real Guilt may come to light ; that is 
to ſay, they will go near to make an open 
Confeſſion gradually as they come to the 


Rack, and to be broke alive, which is likely, 


1n Time, to be the End of moſt of them, 
and has already been of ſome of the Gang; 
in ſeveral Parts of France and Germany, 
But to return to Bizeau and his Gang, 


They ſeemed to act in a little higher Station, 
than theſe low-priz'd Rogues juſt now men- 


tioned ; for they kept to the Road, except 
that ſometimes they went back to Paris, 


and 
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and did ſome Exploits in the Streets there; 
and, indeed, thoſe were always the moſt 


Tragical of their Actions; for, as is obſerved 


before, they generally committed Murthers = 


there in their Street-Engagements. 


But this Gang, who ſhelter'd on the Fron- 


tiers, being, as is obſerved, the Refuſe and 
Out- caſt of the Army, the Brood of Suttlers, 
and Black-guard Boys, their Uſage was fo 


bloody, that nothing ſeemed to be attempt- 


ed by them without it; and, as our Author 
writes, Murther was their Element, and 
they delighted in it; nay, even they kill'd 


People when no Danger of Diſcovery, no 


Difficulty of Eſcape, or any other N eceſlity, 
preſſed them to it. 


Our judicious Author diſcants very agree- 


ably upon the Reaſon of this bloody Diſpo- 
ſition, and next to the Cruelty mentioned 
before, which they are, as it were, brought 


up in, when in the Camp; he lays it upon 
the having always a Set of Women in their 


Company, and theſe being by Nature _ ; 
rous and faint-hearted, were, ſays he, 
proportion, bloody; and, as Coe b Is 
always cruel, fo their conſtant Fear of being 
diſcovered and apprehended, made them 

prompt the Men to Murther and Cruelty 


from that brutiſh Maxim, The Dead jel 0 
Tales. 


At the Motion of theſe: Pur it was, 


ſays our Relator, that the very next Rob- 


bery 
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bery this Le Febvre committed, they dipp'd 
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their Hands in Blood : This was one of the 
Facts which he confeſs'd upon the Rack the 


Day immediately before his Execution. The | 


Story handed down by our Author, is thus ; 
Being at a certain Publick-Houſe in the 
Pariſh of Bernaville in Picaray, where they 


. were entertained in a good hoſpitable Man- 
ner, though not as Thieves; for the People 


had, it ſeems, no Knowledge of what they 


were, before they came into the Houſe; Le 


Febvre began to obſerve, that the Woman of 


the Houſe, or Hoſteſs, as they called her, 
Was a Widow; that ſhe had good Furniture 

in the Houſe, and ſome Plate, and that, poſ- 
ſibly, ſne had Money alſo: He communi— 
cated his Thought to Two of his Compa- 
nions, who he appointed to come to the 
Houle the Night following. 4 1 


According to Appointment, the reſt came 


to the Houſe, and brought Two Women 


with them as Aſſiſtants, and Le Febvre was 
lodg'd there that Night alſo, on Pretence 


of buying a Horſe to proceed on his Jour- 


ney the next Day. About Midnight, all the 


Family being in Bed, Le Febvre riſes, and 


found Means to open the Gate, and let in 


his horrid Gang, firſt, into the outer Court, 
or Yard, and then into the Houſe. 


Being come into the Yard, they faſtned 

the outer Gate again, and went firſt into 

the Stables, where they found Three Ronge 
: whic 


„„ 
Which they ſaddled and bridled, to be rea- 
dy for their Eſcapes; then going into the 
Houſe, they firſt broke into the Widow's 
Chamber, who they found in Bed, and faſt 
aſleep; but waking, and ina Fright, ſhe began 
to cry out. They ſoon brought her to hold 
her Tongue, by threatning to cut her Throat, 
and cauſed her, for fear of her Life, to 
ſhew them where all her Plate and Mo- 


ney lay, carrying her from one Room to 


another, and torturing her to make her diſ- 
cover it. IF IANS Dy HTS 

In the mean Time, the Two Women 
aſſiſting them, Two of them, in another 
| Room, ſeized a young Man, Nephew to 
the Widow, who, being the only Man 
that was in the Houſe, they immediately 
murthered; the Women preſſing them to 
it to prevent Noiſe, and all Poſſibility of 
Diſcovery; there was a Maid and Two 
Children in the other Room, theſe the Wo- 
men would have had diſpatched alſo ; but 
one of the Rufflans ſaid, No, it was enough, 
they would kill the old Woman, and he 
Would take care for the Wench, that ſhe 
ſhould not hurt them; and ſo he did, for 
he gagg'd and bound her, ſo that ſhe could 
not ſtir; after which, they killed the poor 
Widow too, who, to fave her Life, had 
firſt ſhewn them all the Treaſure ſhe had, 
and who had ſo kindly received and har- 
boured them betore. e 
ö Having 
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Having thus murthered the Widow, and 


her Nephew, and rifled the Houſe, they 
took the Horſes to carry them off, and made 
the beſt of their Way towards St. Omer, 
having firſt gone Four Miles a contrary 

Way with the Horſes, and then turn'd them 
| looſe, that fo, if any Purſuit ſhould be made 


after them, it might be guided another Way 


by. the Horſes being found in another Road: 
and this Method anſwered their End; for 
the Hae-and-Cry ran chiefly towards the 
Frontiers of Artois, and upward, the Way 
to Noon, whereas the Gang returned to 
their Atvnts near the Sea-Coaſt, where we 
ſhall hear of them again in a very few 
Days; in the mean Time, let us look back 
to Bizeau, who was upon the Wing in ano- 


277 Part of the Country. 


We {hall have farther Occaſion to men: 


tion theſe Women in the Proceſs of the 


Story, and to give our Concurrence to this 
Opinion in the diſmal Tragedy ot our Coun- 
try- men the Engliſb Gentlemen, who were 
murthered by this horrid Crew. In the 
mean Time, their Wickedneſs was not yet 


come to its full Height. 


While this coarſer, and more bloody 
Gang, acted, as is ſaid, about French-Flan- 
ders, and the lower Part of Picardy, Bizean, 
and his Party, kept about Pont Oyſe, and 
between that and Cambra); and, ſometimes, 
made Excurſions as far as Rheims, and the 
K Country 
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But Bzzeaa, with a ſmall Gang, remov- 


tion. 


Country of Champaign, and a great deal of 


Miſchief they did, even in that well · forti- 
fy'd Part of the Country, where, not with- 


ſtanding the frequent Garriſon-Towns which 
are every where interſpers'd 1n the Country, 


yet no body paſs'd in Safety, inſomuch, that 


the People ſuſpected, that the very Soldiers, 


who were ordered to guard the Roads, were 
the Thieves that infeſted them. | 


This made the Governor of the Frontiers 


the more diligent in ſuppreſſing the Thieves, 
and ſtrong Patrolls were ordered from Town 
to Town, commanded by ſuch Officers as 


might be depended upon for their Integrity. Þ| 
The Diligence theſe Men uſed, ſoon made 
that Part of the Country too hot for our 


Moroders, and they began to ſeparate again, 


and about Thirty, to Thirty-five of them, 
as was ſaid, made over to England, ſome of 
which, were pleaſed to apply themſelves to 
a lawful and regular Way of Living; and, 
among the reſt of their Country-men, to 
fall to Trade, and Manufactures, and Im- 
provement, Things they had never ſtudied 


ing a little into his cloſer Quarters, follow'd 
the old Traffick, and, by ſad Improvement, 


_ advanc'd himſelf to ſome conſiderable Figure, 


the Profits anſwering beyond his Expecta- 


| He 
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He had not, indeed, taken up a Reſolu- 
tion to live and die in the Way of his New 
Profeſſion, or that he thought himſelf 


hardened againſt all Fear; but he met with 
too much Succeſs to pretend to leave it off; 
and our Author gives a full Account of abun- 


dance of his Adventures in Champaign, and 


even in Lorrain itſelf, and at the Capital 


City of Nan; among the reſt, take the 
few that follow for a Specimen. 


He tells us, That being at Metz in Lor- 


rain, a large City, upon the Moſelle, there 
were ſeveral Jews imploy'd, by the Com- 
miſſaries of the French Armies, to buy up 


Horſes for the King's Troops; that Two of 


theſe Jews coming home out of France, 
where they had been to deliver a great ma- 


ny Horſes, Bizea, and his Gang got Infor- 
mation, that they were to come back by 
ſuch a Day. 


Nay, fo exact was their Latelligence, ; 


that they were told the very Way they came, 
and the ſeveral Sums of Money they had 
received, and which, it was not doubted, 
they would have about them; alſo, that 
they travelled without any Guard, or any 


other Company, than Three or Four Ser- 


It was true, aus our Author's Account, 


that the Jew Horſe Conrſers had received ſo 


much Money, and that they were coming 


back * the Road, and at the Time when 


K 2 ps 


[6] 


the Information given, ſaid they would come; 
but the Article of the Money was miſſing; 4 

for the Two Jews had no ſooner paſs'd the 
River Oyſe in their Way from Paris to 
Lorrain, but that, having lodg'd at an Inn 


in a ſmall Village near, they were perceived „ 


to have Money about them, having been 
obſerved by, or Intelligence being given to, 
a little Gang of Rogues, though leſs ac- 
quainted with the Trade than Biseau, and 
his Company; ſo they had been attack' d, and 
robb'd juſt as Biæeau, and his Crew, were 
coming up to them: Bizeau had juſt Time 
enough, ſays our Author, to have a Sight 
of the Free- Booters, and preſently knew 
them, and by certain Signals, which thoſe 
People have to talk with one another by at 
2 Diſtance, let them know who he was; ſa 
they tarried for him, he bidding the reſt of 
his Gang to keep the Two Jews, and their 
Servants, ſafe, till he returned. 


After a little Conference with the other 


Gan ng, he asked them, How much they had 
got of the Jews? They told him, Sixty Pi. 
ſtoles, and ſome Silver, and generouſly of. 
fer'd him a Share; he laugb'd at them, and 
told them, They had done their Work by 
Halves, and that he would make twice as 
much of the Fews, or he would ſearch the 
Inſide of their Hearts for it; ſo away he goes 
back to the Fews, who his Gang had carried 
a little out of the Road into a Wood, and 
Where they waited his Return. When 


e 
When he came to the Jews, he told them, 
He was greatly obliged to them, for letting 
thoſe Petty- Thieves have no more of their 
Money, but Sixty Piſtoles, and that they 
had been ſo kind to reſerve the reſt for him; 
that if they had given all to the other, he 
ſhould have reſented it very much; bur that, 
as he knew, they had Two hundred and 
Twenty Piſtoles more in their Equipage 
(and with that, he told them, to a Penny, 
how much they had received, and who they 
received it of) he would uſe them, he ſaid, 
as a Gift of fo much Money oblig'd him to 
do, that was to ſay, Very Friendly. . 
One of the Jens ſeemed to underſtand him 
to be talking ironically, and that he meant 
by that Diſcourſe, that he would cut all their 
 Throats, and, with a ſeeming Reſolution, 
told him, That it was true, they had re- 
ceived ſo much Money; but that he could 
not blame them for endeavouring to pre. 
= ſerve it from the Hands they had fallen into; 
| | that ſince he was a Man of Intelligence, and, 
as he perceived, had an Account of them be- 
fore they came out of Paris, it was in 
vain to go about to hide it from him, and 
he ſhould have the Money freely, and faith- 
fully delivered; and then he added, That 
as they had now loſt all their Money, and 
had nothing left in this World, but Miſery, 
it would be no Diſſervice to them, to do as 
| he ſeemed to intend with them, and that, 
2 5 
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1 
to diſpatch them out of Life, would be the 
kindeſt Thing they could do for them; at 
which Words the Jem delivered them the 
Money, which he had concealed about his 
| Servants Cloaths with much Art, but with 
a kind of Deſperation, and yet an Eaſineſs 
that ſeemed above any Concern, took it all 
out, here ſome, and there ſome, ?till he, bona 
fide, gave him the whole Sum, and then, 
holding out his Neck to him with the ſame 


Unconcernedneſs, told him, That he was 


ready for the Coup de Grace, and beſought 
him to diſpatch him out of this World. ; 
Nothing could be more moving, ſays my 
Story, than the Manner in which the Jew 
expreſſed his Senſe of his Condition, and 
nothing more intrepid, than the Spirit with 
which he called upon the Highwaymen to 
diſpatch him. 

But Bizeas, as our Story fins 4 it out, was 
really ſhock'd with the poor Man's Beha- 
viour, and, as he ſaid afterward, ſays the Re- 
lator, propoſed to his Comrades to let the 


Man go, and not rob him at all, or to take 


Ten Piſtoles a Man for their preſent Occaſion, 
and ſo diſmiſs him; but he could not per- 
ſuade the Gang to it; However, he told the 
Jew, that he was ſorry the Loſs was like to 
be fo fatal to him; that he would not have 
him loſe Courage, perhaps, he might get it 
up again. As to them, their Trade was for 

Money, and he knew they run great * 
zards 
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zards for it; that, however, out of his own 
Share, he threw him back Twenty Piſtoles, 


and as to his Life, he aſſured him, they had 
Ho Intenton-to hurt him. 
'The Few thanked him, but ſeemed to lay 


more Value upon the Gift of the Twenty 


Piſtoles, than upon that of ſparing his Life, 
and fo they parted. „„ 


And now to follow our Relator exactly, 
BizEAvU, ſays he, began to draw near the laſt 


Scene of his Villainies: He had ſome petty 
Adventures, he ſays, in Lorrain, but not of 


any great Moment, and he was about to re- 


tire into France, when he got Intelligence of 


a certain Commiſſary, who, as he was told, 


was coming from Strasburg in a hired Coach, 
with a ſtrong Guard, having a great Sum of 
Money with him, ſome on his own Account, 


and ſome on the King's Account ; in a Word, 


he had a tempting Account of the Booty, 
but withal, he had alſo ſuch a Deſcription of 


the Equipage of the Commiſſary, and that he 
came ſo well guarded, that there ſeemed to 
be no Room for any Attempt upon him. 
However, Bizeau could not perſuade him- 
ſelf to deſpair ; but getting a choice Set or 


Gang of his moſt experienced, tried Fellows, 


Seven in Number, - beſides himſelf and One 


particular ſtout Comrade, that went al- 


ways with him ; being Nine in Number, 


ſays our Relator, they reſolved to try what 


they could make of it, and take what their 
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Fortune might preſent; and accordingly, on 
the Day when they knew the Commiſſary 
would be upon the Road, they all mounted, 
and placed themſelves in a Retreat under a 
little Thicket of Trees, where they were 
perfectly concealed, and yet had a full View 
Tos ow” uy 
They had not fixed their Ambuſcade very 
long, but they ſaw ſome Stragglers of the 
Company appear, and thoſe they might 
have ſnapped up with Eaſe ; but that would 
not ſerve their Purpoſe, ſo they let them all 
_ paſs, and lay ſtill undiſcovered ; after ſome 
Time, they ſaw the Commiſſary with his 
whole Retinue, but. were more than ſur- 
prized, when they faw that he had not only 
Eight Gentlemen on Horſeback, beſides 
Two Coaches; but had alſo a little Squadron 
of Dragoons with him, which the Gover- 
nor of Strasburg had granted, becauſe of the 
King's Money which was alſo with them, | 
and was a conſiderable Sum. „ 
This Sight made them diſconſolate, and 
they had no more to do, but lie ſtil! till the 
whole Body was paſſed, and ſo diſpoſed 
themſelves to return to their Homes, or 
wander about for any Thing that might 
Þ 6 6h ar bong dro, 
1n Purſuit of theſe Thoughts, they came 
into the Road, for, as is ſaid, they had taken 
their Standing at a little Diſtance from the 
Highway, that they might lie ſecure ; but 
. TE ow 
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how coming into the Road, they rode off the 


contrary Way, going towards Strasbarg, 
that they might not be ſeen by any of the 
| Dragoons. ee d TE mT To 


© The Firſt they met with, ſus our Author, 


| were Two Dragoons following the Coach 
upon the Spur, which, it muſt be ſuppoſed, 
were Two of the Number appointed to have 


gone with the teſt, but who were left behind 


by their own Negligence; they inquired of 
|  Bizeau and his Gang, if they had teen the 
Party before, which the other told them 


7 


they had, and that they were but about 
Half a League off, ſo they parted. Bizeau 


was, at firſt, minded to have attacked them, 


but he conſidered, that Soldiers are not ge- 
nerally overſtocked with Money, and that 
if he attempted them, he muſt kill them 
both, or he did nothing; then alſo, that, 
perhaps, the Noiſe might be heard by the 


reſt, who were not yet a great Way before, 


| and might come back to their Reſcue, ſo he 
let them paſs. on 3% 3 


But he had not rode above Half a Mile 
farther, when he met with a Coach and Six 
Horſes, driving alſo furioufly after the reſt, as 


it intendiog to overtake them, and that either 


they belonged to them, or were Travellers, 
willing to have the Benefit of their Con- 
„ N 


They had Three Horſemen, who made 
up their Retinue; but, happily for them, 
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the Coach drove ſo hard, that they could 
not keep Pace, and were, at leaſt, a League 
behind; had they been with the Coach, 


Bizeau would have found it needful to have 
killed them, that he might rob the Coach 


without their eſcaping, and raiſing the 
„ ho: 


The Gentlemen in the Coach, ſays ur 


Relation, ſeeing Biæeau, but not the reſt of 
his Gang, ſtopped to inquire after their Con- 
voy, and this gave Bizeau Opportunity to 
come cloſe up to them, and as they inquired, 
ſo he gave them a particular Account how 
far off they were, not forgetting to ſuggeſt, 


that they were a League farther than they 


really where. x. 


In this Interval, Two of Bizeaus Men 


were come up to the Poſtillion, and ſtood 


cloſe to him, while the other Seven ſtood 
a little Way from them, ſo that the Gentle. 


men 1a the Coach did not ſee them; a while 
after, the Gentlemen having, as it were, 
done talking with B:zeau, bad the Coach. 
man go on, and the Coachman called to the 
Poſtillion to move; but in that Inſtant, the 
reſt of the Gang, as if that had been their 


Signal, came Galloping up on each Side the 


Coach, and bidding the Coachman Stop, 


gave the Word DELives to the Gentlemen 
in the Coach: Bizeau in the mean time, as 


if he had known nothing of the Matter, 
rode away, fo that they never imagin'd they 


had 
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had called a Highway man to them, or that 


he belonged to the Party. 


When the Gentlemen found how it was, 
they would have got out of the Coach, but 
having Three Horſemen on one Side, and 
Four on the other, they could not attempt 
it, and the Firſt Thing the Gang demanded, 


Was to deliver their Arms, which they were 


very unwilling to do, but ſeeing no Remedy, 


for the Highway-men preſented their Car- 


bines at them, and told them, if they did 
not immediately 18 their Arms, they 
were all dead Men; we ſay, ay, there was 

ſure, and 


no Remedy, they ſubmitted, to 
gave out their Arms. 


The Gang had no Intelligence of this 


Coach, ſo could not tell what to expect, or 


7 where to ſearch more particularly than 
other, ſo they obliged the Gentlemen to 


alight out of the Coach, and ſearched them 


One by One, ſo effectually, that they 


almoſt ſtripped them from Head to Foot. 


While this was doing, and after their 
Arms were delivered, Three of the Gang 
alighting, ſearched the Coach and the Port. 
manteaus, which «were tied behind and be- 
fore; While Bizeau, with Three more, who 
he called off to him, rode forward towards 


Strasburg, to ſcour the Road, and eure the 
Work. 

In their going forward, which, indeed, 
was wiſely contrived, though they knew not 
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of it, they met the Gentlemens Three Ser- 
vants, and Two other Men with them, 
coming after the Coach; as it ha ppened, the 
Two other Men were Peaſants, and ſo had 
no Arms; and they fell into the ſame Soare 
their Maſters had done; for one of them 
rides up to Bieau, who was a little 'before 
the reit, and asked him, If they met a 
Coach and Six Horſes, and how tar they 
were off? 
| B1ZEav, ſays he, anſwered | 4 did 
meet a Coach, and they were not far off, but, 
Sir, ſays he, I muſt ſpeak a Word with you before 
904 go after them, and with that, preſents 
his Carbine at him, and bids him Stand; the 
Fellow ſeemed unſurprized, and baving a 
Puzee flung at his Back, began to lay his 
: Hand on it, which Bigeau {eeing, fred at 
him immediately, and fetched him off his 
Horſe; tho?, as it proved afterwards; the 
Fellow was not killed, but fore wounded and 
worſe frighted ; the other Two ſeeing what 
Hands they were in, and that there was no 
Room to fly, or Pretence to fight with four 
reſolute Fellows well armed, ſubmitted ; 
and as for the TWO Peaſants, they had neither 
Weapons, nor Money, ſo they ſtood at a ſmall 
by Diſtance, and looked on the Highway-men, 
Who commanded them, on A of- Death, 
not to ſtir a Foot. 

The other had not much to loſe, being 
Ser valis ; they conſciſed Ahoy belonged to the 
* Coach, 
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Coach, and when they had been told what 
had been their Maſters Fate, they exclaim'd 
at their own. Negligence, at being abſent; 


but Biæeau ſatished them, that it was cheie 
Felicity, and, perhaps, their Maſters too, 
that they were ſo abſent ; for that, if they 


had been thefe, they had infallibly been all 
killd,and, pet nia ps, their Mafters alſo. 


But to go back ro the Coach; The Gang 


having, as is ſaid; effectually plundered them, 


they called a Council, what they ſhould do 


with them; ſome of them, it ſeems, moved to 
kill the Poſtillion, others, the Coachman 


and Poſtillion, and one, to kill them all; 


but it was, at length, carried for more mer- 
ciful Meaſures; namely, To cut all the 
Harneſs, and turn the Horſes looſe, then 
over. throw the Coach, and leave them all 
to take what Meaſures they thought fir. 
But the Gentlemen, by their Importu- 
nities, prevailed with them to leave the 
Coach and Harneſs all intire, promiſing, up- 
on their Words and Honour, to go all into 
the Coach, and fir flock ſtill Four Hours, 


and then drive directly back to Strasburghi; 
and that, if any Perſon came by on the 


Road, they would not make any Com- 
pla int, or Aſedger! what had l r 1 


them. ks 
Pian was, by this Time, come back 40 


them, and all Things being done and finiſh 
2880 with the urmoſt Diſpatch; the Gang, not 


much 
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much afraid of Purſuit, and, taking a con. 


trary Road, left the Gentlemen to perform 


| Quarentine, purſuant to their Parole, which 
they did very punQtually, according to 


Promiſe; Bigeau and his Gang going away 


towards Landau, and the Rhine, where they 
Would ſoon be beyond the Reach of Pur- 


ſuit, being then in the Dominions of the 


Emperor. 


This is 3 confldlerable ene 


which he ſays Bizeau was concerned in, and 
he ſeems ſomething uncertain, whether he 


was perſonally in this Adventure or no; or 


that his immediate Comrade, mentioned. 
above, who, it ſeems, | was his Nephew, 
Was rather Principal in it, and that Joſeph 
| Bizeau might be ingaged in ſome of the other 
Attempts, which take up that Part of his 
Relation; fo we leave that Part as we find 
it, nor is it very material which of them it 


was. 
The Booty the Gang ava of this Re-en- 
counter, for ſuch it ſeemed to be in its. Cir- 


cumſtances, they . not the leaſt Intel- 
ligence about it; we 


ay, The Booty was 
not inconſiderable; the Gentlemen, as may 


be ſuppoſed from the Equipage they travelled 
in, being well furniſhed, and, perhaps, the- 
better for being ſo ſecure, as they thought 

themſelves, under the Convoy of a Party of 


the King's Troops; but our Author does not 
enter into the Particulars of what they took 
Ss «8 
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DP BLESS. 


5 ET 4a 
here, except that he hints, their changing a 


Horſe with one of the Servants, who had a 


very good one. OS 
As the Gang, you ſee, was great, ſo you 
are not to ſuppoſe, that theſe were all the 


Adventures that they went about in the 
Space of Two Years, from the Time they 


came firſt to Paris, to that Adventure near 


Strasburg; nor, as TI ſaid above, do we give 
a full Account of thoſe which our Relator 
| abovementioned is ſtored with; but, as is 
noted before, have ſingled out ſome of the 
moſt diverting and the moſt conſiderable for 


the Reader's Obſervation ; even as far back as 


the late Peace, when the Reduction of the 
Troops in France left a conſiderable Number 
of Gentlemen out of Employment, and in 
want of Means to ſubſiſt, we ſay, ever ſince 


the late War. 


During theſe Adventures of Bizeas and his 
Gang, we are not to ſuppoſe le Febvre and 


his Black-Guard Gang were Idle. 
Le Febure himſelf had, for ſome Time 
before, joined himſelf on ſeveral Occaſions, 


with another Gang of Highway Robbers, 


at Paris, and theſe kept their Station about 


Chaalons, and on the Frontiers of Burgundy, 


where they committed ſeveral notorious 
Murthers and Robberies; for where-ever he 


acted, it ſeems, he was generally drenched 


„ ] 


it was in Conjunction with this Gang; 


that he had once robbed the Coach, calle] 
le Diligence, about Iwo Years before, namely 


in April, One thouſand Seven hundred and 


Twenty One, and alſo in robbing and mur- 
thering one D*Angers, a Courier on the Road, 
from Paris to Chartres, which Murther he 

confeſſed alſo upon the Torture; it ſeems, 
the Courier was going for Spain, and, as they 

ſuppoſed, had ſome rich Preſents from the 

Duke of Orleans, to the King of Spain, on a 
particular Account; So that, without any 
Capitulation, they attacked and murthered 
him, and rifled him afterwards, when, to 


their great Surprize, they found nothing 
about him but about Twenty-four Piſtoles 


to defray his Expences on his Journey. 
After this, ſays the ſame Account, they 
attacked Three Citizens of Orleans, tra- 


velling from that City towards Auxerre, 


who they robbed of about Six hundred 
Livres, and wounding one of them, threw 
him into the Canal de Briaire, intending to 
drown him, but as they rode off upon the 
Approach of ſome Peaſants, the Citizen 
made his Eſcape. . 1 


Then they robbed the Coach mentioned 


above, a Second Time; it was; it ſeems, up- 
on ſome Intelligence they had, of a great 


Booty in the Coach, that they attacked it 


this Second Time, and it was reported that 
they found no leſs than Seventy Thouſand 


 Lavres 
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g Livres in Money in it, which, however, 
9 ſays our Author, wants Confirmation; at 
ly this laſt Time of robbing the Hon's Stage- 
id | Coach, they fired at Three Horſemen who 
r- | were with: them, and rode for it; it ſeems 
d, | one of them was ſhot in the Arm; but they 
de | got away, being well mounted, and with 
s, | them, /s he, it was reported they miſſed a 
ey larger Booty, Two of the Gentlemen ha- 
ne | ving a conſiderable Sum of Money with 
a | them. 


Wy At the Robbing this Stn they e com- 
4d | ' mitted no Murther ; but, ſays our Author, 
to it was not for want of Endeavour, but be- 
ig cauſe the Gentlemen eſcaped by the Good- 
es | neſs of their Horſes; for it was otherwiſe 
their conſtant Practice, that whenever they 
y | attempted to rob a Coach, they always 
a- murther'd the Attendants, tho” they never 
e, kill'd thoſe who were in the Coach; 
d it ſeems, they murther'd the other, not 
w | only that they might not eſcape and raiſe 
to | the Country, but alſo, that they might give 
je them no Diſturbance during their farther 
en Operations with the Coach. 

5 The Eſcape of thoſe Three Perſons, it 
<> | ſeems, made them the more in haſte in 
p- rifling the Coach, where, notwithſtanding 
at 'the Seventy Thouſand Livres which it was 
it | faijd'they found, yet they left ſome Things of 
at Value, for want of Time to make: a More par- 


d ricular Search. 2 
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This alſo is one of the Robberies which 
le Febvre confeſſed upon the Rack, and which 
the Officers, who tortur'd them, were par- 
ticularly directed to Queſtion them about. 
By theſe it will ſufficiently appear, that 
not only from the Time when the famous 
Cartouch was in his Meridian of Wickedneſs, 
but for ſome time before, there has been a 
formidable Gang of Robbers in France, who, 
as well on the Road in the Foreſt of Orleans, 
the Frontiers of Flanders, and other Places 
in the Country, as alſo in the Streets of the 
City of Paris, have carried on the thieving 
Trade and other Villainies, complicated 
with divers horrid Murthers and Infolencies ; 
and this, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Vigi- 
Hance in the proper Officers to apprehend 
them, and the utmoſt Severity in the Go- 
vernment to puniſh them when appre- 
 Hended ; for not one of them that has been 
apprehended has been ſpared, except only 
ſuch as have been made ule of to detect and 
convict their Felows on hs, 
Of this horrid Race of Men, and thus 
introduced, theſe Two, whoſe Execution has 
been ſo juſtly ſevere, and who we are now 
ſpeaking of, are produced; and it the Author, 


from whom theſe Facts are thus publiſhed, 


has made a true Collection, they have had 


a great Length of Time to practiſe their 
Villainies in, and had a Maſs of Blood to 
account for to the Juſtice of Men, dane 
ws MM. 2 8 


E 


| what a Load of Crimes may have been com- 
, | mitted by them, which the World, as yet, 
; knows nothing of. e 1 


It is true, the Name of Cartoach has born 
- | the Burthen of moſt of theſe Things, I 
; mean, as to the Scandal of them; Fame has 
ſported with his Character, and has placed 
every Action that has been ſuperlatively and 
flagrantly wicked, to his Account: But 
if we come to examine Things more nicely, 
we find the thing quite otherwiſe, and, for 
ought that we ſee, Joſeph Bixeau was a bold- 
er and more enterprizing Villain than he, 
and le Febvre a more mercileſs, bloody and 
butcherly Rogue than either of them; and 
if the Detail of all their Lives was more 
fully deſcribed, I doubt not, but it would 
appear ſo in every Particular, at leaſt, the Cloſe 
of their Actions would certainly confirm it. 
As is ſaid above, Bizeau was now come 
to the laſt Scene of his Life: While he had, 
as it were, taken up the North. Eaſt Parts of 
France for his Station, and that he plied 
about Lorrain, and the Country between the 
Rhine and Moſelle, he received a Meſſage 
from ſome of his Comrades, inviting him, 
Ii or rather ſolliciting him, to come into Picard), 
I upon ſome Intelligence of an extraordinary 
I Booty to be made, and a ſort of a Certainty - 
of making it well worth his while. 
|S What this particular Adventure was, or 
upon what Proſpect it was propoſed, our 
. öĩð eier 
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Relator does not particularly give an Ac- 
count, or whether it was effected and 
brought to paſs, or that they met with a 
Diſappointment and made no Advantage as 
they expected; but as it ſeems to be named 
chicfly to bring Bizeau into Flanders and Picard), 


ſo it anſwers the End that way, for now we | 


read of him always on this Side of the 
Country, that is to ſay, between Compergn 
on one Side, Cambray on the Second, and 
Dankirk on the Third. ct oth age 
Fame tells us, That he did ſeveral remark- 
able Exploits on the Side of Artois, between 
Calais and St. Omer, and between Pont Oyſe 
and Cambra); as allo between Dankirk and 
Ipres, Dunkirk and Bologne, and the like, and 
this was confirmed, in that he was not much 
heard off on any other Side of the Country. 


But to come to Facts, one of the moſt 


notorious Robberies he was immediately con- 
cerned in after his coming to Hlanders, was 
that of the Poſt between Lie and Paris, 
Where, it was ſaid, they got a great Booty, 
conſiſting of Gold in Specie, with Nego- 
tiated Bills of Exchange, to a very great 
Sum; this was ſaid to be an exceeding Loſs 
to the Merchants of Liſle, beſides that, it 
greatly injured the Credit of the Poſt, by 
which Bills of Exchange accepted, were fre- 
quently carried with the utmoſt Security, and 
now lay in the narrow Compatls of a Poſt- 
Letter. ms FO 
This 
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This would, no queſtion, have been car- 


ried on, had not the Governor taken Care to 


prevent it, by conveying the Poſt from Liſle 


by a Party of Soldiers from one fortified 


Place to another; ſo that the Mails were 


admitted again to be thoroughly ſafe. 
About September laſt, having a mind to 
get a large Society of his Men together, 


Le Bizeau comes to Callais, and on an extra- 
ordinary Occaſion; our Author does not 


aſſign the particular Cauſe which brought 

him to Callais 3 but, it ſcems, that he had 5 
Intelligence of ſome very great Booty, and, 

that he was well aſſured of it. It was here 


that he ſollicited his old Servants to come 


to him, as to one that had formerly always 


aſſured them of good Purchaſe when they 
did; accordingly he had an unuſual Aſſem- 


| bly about him, when at Calla, and fome- 
times they went one Way, and ſometimes 


another.; but, *tis ſaid, a new View offered 
Itſelf, which made him remove out of Cal- 


las for ſome Time, and take up his Station 


at Furnes, or Berg St. Winox, where they ex- 
pected the carry ing ſomeMoydoresof Portugal 


Gold from Dunkirt to Liſle; and this, had it 


happen'd, had requir'd a ſtrong Gang of 
Fellows; for that the Merchants generally 


take care to have a good Guard go along 


with their Gold, though it had always had 
the good Fortune to go ſafe, and uninter- 


rupted. _ 3 
2 While 
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While they remained here, lurking for the 


Return of a Spy they had ſent to Duzkirk, 


and by whom they were to be furniſhed 
with Intelligence, behold a ſudden Summons 


calls them out another Way, and that, as 


was ſuppoſed, to an eaſy Booty. 3422 
I ſhould have taken Notice here, that 
while they lay about Furnes, and St. Winox- 


Berg, as above, they had certain Houſes of 
Reception in particular By-places, that is to 


ſay, Houſes of Entertainment, which were 


kept, perhaps, by ſome of their own Gang, 
or by ſuch as belong'd to them; and par- 


ticularly in the Way between Dunkirk and 
Ipres, they had a Houſe 7 by a Widow, 
Whoſe Husband, when ſhe had one, was one 


of the wicked Fraternity, and who will- 


ingly harbour'd the whole Gang. 
Ihis Widow received, not only the Gang, 
but even their Wives, or Whores, or what. 


ever they were called, and theſe were they, 
our Author ſays, from whom, on ſeveral Oc- 


caſions, they were whetted on to Blood. 


It happened, ſays our Author, a little 
before the fatal Exploit of all, that they 


[robbed a Company of Shop-keepers and 
Tradeſmen of Liſte, who not only parted 
unwillingly with what they had about them, 


tho? not much neither, but who gave ſome. 
fatal Deſcriptions of the Robbers, and which 


they were ſo well known by, that they were 
very much perplex'd with it, ſo that, in ſhort, 


they 


ble #4 


they were every often obliged to change their 
Habits, diſguiſe their Faces, ſhift their 
Horſes, and the 8 

The Women u pbraided thee, ſays our 
Author, that had. they made clear Work, 
as they called it, with them, that is to ſay, 


cut all their Throats, they had been ſafe, 


and out of all Danger; and fo often did 


repeat this Bloody Doctrine to them, and 


ſo home did they preſs them, that, as 'tis 
ſaid, they promiſed their moſt Chriſtian 
Wives, that they would make ſurer Work 
of it next Time. 5 
In this Juncture of Time, comes the un- 
happy Intelligence, to them, of a Set of 
Eng ſh Gentlemen, juſt come on Shore at 
Callais, who had about Three hundred Gui- 
neas in Gold about them, and that they 


were juſt preparing to go forward towards 


Pars. 
The Account was fo particular, and the 


| Purchaſe ſo good, that they embarked for 


the Attempt with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs, 


| and the Night between the Twentieth and 


the Twenty firſt of September, One thouſand 
Seven hundred and Twenty-three, they all 
ſet out; they poſted themſelves in a little 


Village near St. [agtevret not far from Bologne, 


where they refreſhed themſelves, and, in the 


Morning, took the Road for Calls. 


About Four a Clock, according to the N 
Intelligence they had received, ney met 
the 
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the Gentlemen coming forward in Two Poſt- 
Chaiſes, whom they immediately ſtopp'd, 
and robb'd ; for they made no Reſiſtance. 
Having thus had the Booty they expected, 
they called a Council among themſelves, 
What to do with the Gentlemen they had 
robbed, when calling to mind the helliſh 
 Reproaches of the bloody Wretches their 
Females, they reſolved to murther 
all the Gentlemen, with their Atten- 
dants, and immediately fell upon them, 
and butchered them, as has been made pub- 
lick to the World. The brief Account, as 
teſtify'd by the only ſurviving Perſon, be- 
ing the Servant Spindelom, is as follows; 


CNN Tueſday, September 10. about Three 
in the Afternoon, we ſer out from Callais 
for Boulogne, in our Way to Paris: My Ma- 
ſter Sebright (the beſt of Maſters) and Mr. 
Davies, being in one Chaiſe, and Mr. Mom- 
peſſon, and myſelf, in another, and his own 
Servant on Horſeback: About Three Quar- 
ters of a Mile beyond the Second Poſt, be- 
ing near Seven Miles from Callais, we were 
ſer upon by Six Highway. men, who, hav- 
ing ſtopp'd the Poſtillions, came up to the 
Chaiſes, and demanded our Money, and the 
ſame was readily ſurrendred to them, for 
we had no Fire-Arms with us to make Re. 
ſiſtance, and even the Gentlemens Swords 
74 x | were 
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were taken from them. Then taking us out 


t- of the Chaiſes, we were all commanded to 
a, lie down upon our Faces, as were the Po- 
FF fiillions too, which was preſently obey'd; 
d, upon which, one of the Rogues came and 
s, | rifled our Pockets, and narrowly ſearched 


d the Waſtes, and Linings of our Breeches. 
h This being done, I was ordered to get up, 
Ir and open the Portmanteaus; and, as I was 


r | going to do it, I ſaw one of them pull the 1 
dead Body of Mr. Lock out of the Chaiſe, 1 
1, in which he had been killed on his Return ö 
»- | from Paris, at ſome ſmall Diſtance from us; 

is this was a ſad Preſage of what was like to 

- follow. Mr. Lock's Servant, who was a Sw!/ſs, 


was ſpared, but made to lie on his Face at 
the Place where they met him. In rifling 
Mr. Sehrighi's Portmanteau, they found ſome 


e Things wrapp'd up, which, they ſuſpected, 
is I endeavour'd to conceal, which made them 
- | cut me, with a Sword, very dangerouſly in 
r. the Head. When they had done with my 
J= Maſter's Portmanteau, they ordered Mr. 
n | Mompeſſon to open his, and he deſired Mr. 
3d Sebright to tell them in French, that his Ser- 
= | vant was gone before, and had got the Key 
e with him: This Servant they had met with 
/- | not far off, and had ſhot him 1a the Back; 
e | bur he, not being dead, was ordered to lie 
e | down on his Face, and now they fetch'd him 
r | . toopen his Maſter's Portmanteau. 
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When they had finiſhed their Search of 


the Portmanteaus, and Cloak-Bags, ſhaking 


every Piece of Linnen for fear of miſſing 
any Money, then the barbarous Ruffians 
gave the Word to Kill; whereupon one 


ſtabb'd me in Five Places in the Body, and 
left me for dead; and, with the ſame Sword, 
he ſtruck at Mr. Davies ſeveral Times, and 
cleft his Skull: Who was butcher'd next, 

or what immediately follow'd, I cannot tell, 


being ſtunn'd by one of the Villains who 
came up to me, and ſtamp'd Three times 


upon my Head,asI was lying upon my Face. 
As ſoon as I came a little to myſelf, I per- 
ceived, by. his Groans, that they were 
murthering Mr. Mompeſſon, whoſe Throat 
they cut, and otherwiſe wounded him; but 


he ſurvived his Wounds for ſome Time. 
About that Time, a Peaſant, that was 


| accidentally paſſing by, was brought in 
amongſt us, and made to lie with his Face 


to the Ground, who, perceiving what ſort 
of Work they were upon, got up, and at- 


_ tempted to run away; but they.rode after 
him, and ſhot him dead. After this, they 
viſited me once more, and having turned 
me about to ſee it T had any Life remaining, 


but obſerving none, they left me there wel- 
tering in my Blood. The bloody Scene 


being then ended, they pack'd up their Booty, 
carrying away Two Cloak-Bags, fill'd with 
the beſt of the Things; and haviag a Horſe | 
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that was ſmall and poor, they ſhot him them- 


ſelves, and took away a better out of one of 
the Chaiſes in his Room. e 

About a Quarter of an Hour after they 
were gone, we heard the Peaſants talking 


over the dead Bodies, and Mr. Mompeſſon, 


and myſelf, lifting up our Heads as well as 
we could, perceived they were carrying 


away what Things were left; we deſired 
them to help us into the Chaiſe, but rhey 


refuſed to do it; fo, with much Difficulty, 
Mr. Mompeſſon got himſelf in, and I crawl'd 
up to it, and got my Body in, while my 
Legs hung out, and 1n that Poſture we were 


carry'd to a little Houſe Three Quarters of a 


Mile from the Place, and one of the Peaſants 


| was ſo kind as to lead the Chaiſe; the Peo- 
ple of the Houſe brought ſome Straw, and 

laid us upon it, and there we lay in great 
Miſery that Night. Mr. Mompeſſon took 
Notice in the Night, that he thought the 


Rogues were bur indifferently paid for the 
Drudgery of butchering ſo many (Five Per- 


ſons being then murther'd, and himſelf, who 
died ſoon after, made the Sixth) for, ſaith 


he, beſides Watches, Rings, Linnen, Ec. 


they had but One hundred and Twenty 


Guineas amongſt us all, and the Payment of 


the Bills will be ſtopp'd at Pars, 
| Mer. Sebright had changed at Calais about 

Twenty-five Guineas into Silver (not Three 
hundred, as was given out) to bear our Ex. 


In I Mo pences 
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pences upon the Road. And whereas it was 
reported, that he ſaid to the Ruffians, He 
knew one of them; which Expreſſion is ſup- 
poſed, by ſome, to have occaſioned the fad. 
Cataitrophe, which it might have done, had 
it been true; but the ſaid Report is abſolute. 
ly falſe and groundleſs, and highly injurious 
to the Memory of that worthy; though un- 
fortunate, Gentleman. The Murther was, 
doubtleſs, preconcerted among them, and 
reſolved upon; and they tell us in that Coun- 
try, that ſome time before, a certain Com- 
pany had drank, at a Houſe upon the Road, 
an uncommon Quantity of Brandy, who are 
ſuppoled to be this wicked Gang, 1n order to 
work themſelves up to a ſufficient Rage for 
the committing of io much Barbarity. 
Next Morning we were carry'd from our 
little Cottage upon the Road, back to Callas, 
where ſeveral of the moſt able Surgeons of 
the Place were ſent for, to take care of us, 
and dreſs our Wounds. They ſew'd up 
Mr. Mompeſſon's Throat, and finding he had 
a Fever, bled him; but le dicda few Hours 
"RO: 
Another Report was ſpread have; and 
tranſmitted to Hazce; which, in Juſtice to 
Truth, and to the injured- Perſon, I think 
myſelf obliged to contradict, vis. That the 
Woman's Son at the Silver Lyon Inn at 
Callais, was taken up, on Suſpicion of having 
a Hand in that horrid Action, upon which 


Account, 
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Account, they have ſince been great Sufferers 
at that Houſe ; but the ſaid Report is as falſe, 


as any thing can be true; on the contrary, 


thoſe People bear the beſt of Characters. 
I have here given you the Subſtance of 


the Report I made more at large to the Pre- 


ſident at Callau, which, he told me, He would 


have printed, and ſent to England, when 1 
_ waited on him ſome Days before J left that 
Place, to thank him for the great Care he 
| had taken in this unhappy Affair; and at 


the ſame Time deſcribed to him the Features 


of Two of the Rogues, who had ſomething 


remarkable in their Faces. What Account 


the Poſtillions gave of the Matter, I know 
not; but ris ſaid. to be little, and next to 


none. 5 
A Perſon was ſome time lince taken up at 


Liſie, and ſaid to be the old Man that was 


among them, for ſuch there was in the Gang; 
but, upon his Trial, he did not appear to be 
the fame: however, he was broke on the 


Wheel for a Robbery committed by him 


about Four Years ago. 
We hear of another Perſon taken up near 


Boulogne, Who is in Jail there on Account of 
ſome Words that he ipoke, as *tis ſaid, in a 


drunken Frolick; fo that tis much doubted, 
that he was a Perſon concern'd, though he 


hath got a Stone Doublet by the Bargain; 


but it is hoped, That the Perpetrators of fo 


W- 
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in that Caſe, 1 expect to be ſent for to France; 
and if ſo, you {hall hear farther from, 


Tour humble S ervant, 


R. SpIN DELO. 


This inbongn Butchery fon hints 
its Fame over the whole Country; and, as 
it filled the Ears of all that heard it with 
Horror, ſo the Search after the Murtherers 
was {0 ſudden, ſo ſtrict, and ſo general, that 
it forced them all to leave even the cloſeſt 
Retreats they had, and to fly the Country. 
Biæeau, in particular, took to his old Re- 
treat, ſays our Author, and went up into 
Lorrain, where he had been before, and 
where he was not ro ſeek of his lurking 
Holes, and Receivers, 1n which he had for- 
merly been har boured. 
Vet, even here, he found the Fame of the 
Murther committed on the Engliſb Gentle- 
men, had reached the Ears of the People; 
the whole Society of Mankind ſeemed to be 
alarmed, and the general Search after all 
ſuſp ected, looſe, or vagrant Perſons, was 
very ſtrict. and ſeveral fuch were taken up, 
among which, and that increaſed their Fears, 
were Two, who were really in the Secret 
of the Murther, though not in the Fact, 4 
by whoſe being examined, ſome Light was 
gain'd 
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gain'd into the Perſons who were really 
guilty. 
This, no doubt, made Bizean, and Le Niere, 


often ſhift their Dens, and fly from one Place 


to another, as being in continual Uneaſineſs 


and Apprehenſions of being diſcovered; they 


would have fled farther off, but they per- 
ceived, let them go where they would, it 


would be the ſame; for that, as before, the | 
Court of France had Written, in the moſt 


preſſing Terms, to all the Neighbouring 
Princes, to intercept Strangers, eſpecially - 
French, and cauſe them to be more a 


examined. 


The Conſternation they were in on this 
Occa ſion, mult be very great, and they quitted 


their old Quarters in Lorrain, and, ſays he, came 
down into the Low Countries, and particularly 


took up their Stand in Walloon Hane, at, 
or about, Valenciennes. ? 
Here they chang'd their Names, and 
Bizeau, in particular, called himſelf Gratien 
Devanelle, a Malloon, and gave himſelf out to 
be a Working Silver- Smith, and Jeweller, 
and carried about him the proper Tools of 
that Trade, though he underſtood little or 
nothing of it. 

Their Diſguiſe ſerv'd them but too well, 
and they were ſo effectually concealed by 


It, that they got Harbour in ſeveral Houſes, 


where they were not at all ſuſpected abour 
Conde. Hence they removed to Liſle, where, 
pre- 
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pretending the ſame Trade, and being re. 
commended by People of Credit from their 
former Quarters, where, it ſeems, they had 
behaved civilly, they were eaſily received at 
Lifle alſo; nor was it hard to be entertained 
ata Second Place, when they had a fair Te- 
ſtimonial, or Certification, from the Firſt, 
Here they got ſeparate Lodgings, and 
ſeemed not to correſpond, or be acquainted 
with one another ; but, having each of them 
a Wife with him, put on the Face of Artificers, 
in Appearance, working diligently at their 
Trades; keeping, however, a ſtrict ſecret 
Intelligence one with another all the while, 
for the carrying on their wicked private 
Buſineſs, which they never quitted. 

In this Place they. ſeemed, now, to have 
gotten a kind of Settlement, and to have 
eſcaped all the Dangers or: a Diſcovery : ; and, 
perhaps, had they been able to have re- 
{trained themſelves from the old. Trade of 
Thieving, they might have gone on undiſ- 
covered to this Day ; but Two Things broke 
in upon their Repoſe, 1. They underſtood 
here, that the Two Fellows, who were 
taken up at Narcy in Lorrain, had pretended, 
on Examination, to know ſomething of the 
Robbers who murthered the Engliſh Gentle- 
men, and to give ſome Deſcription of them, 
their Perſons, their Places of Retreat, and 
| Imployment, though it was too anperiec: 

an 
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an Account to guide the Officers of Juſtice 


an Enquiry. 


This, tis probable, they had Intelligence of 
from ſome of their Gang, who yet lay undiſ. 
covered in that Country; to which was ad- 

_ ded, that ſeveral Places, where they had been 


conceal'd, had been ſearched, and the Peo- 


ple taken up on Suſpicion; and that, it was 
likely, they would be put to the Torture 
to make them confeſs, Who it was they had 


ſo entertained, and what other Haunts they 


had, where they might be enquired after; 
but, as it happen'd, they had not commu— 
nicated that Part to any of thoſe People, ſo 
they could give no Account of them, if 
they were tortur'd; no, not to ſave their 


Though theſe ſtrict Enquiries made them 

anxious, yet it did not at- all take them off 
from the Practice of their uſual Villa inies; 
and they made, ſays our Author, many ſuc- 
ceſsſul Sallies in Private, ſome! one Way, 
and ſome another; ſometimes together, and 


ſometimes apart, by which they ſupported 


their Expence, and yet manag'd with ſuch 
Dexterity, that they always eſcaped Pur- 


ſuit 


, and, for ſome Time, fo muchias being 


ſuſpeted. 


Nor, perhaps, had theſe Two capital 


Rogues been ſuſpected at all, i, on the ſtrict 


Searches that were made, upon the News .. 2 
the Murther of the Exzgliſb Gentlemen, fe- 


veral 
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veral leſſer Rogues had not fallen into the 


Hands of Juſtice, who, tho? engaged only 
in a kind of inferior Villainies, and ſo not 


concerned with theſe in the bloody and cruel 


Attempts they were generally employed in, 
yet knew of them, and upon their Examina- 


tion gave ſuch Accounts of them, as that by 
theſe Means, the Officers of the Lieutenant 


General de Police, came-to know that there | 
was ſuch a Gang, and, perhaps, to know 
ſome of their Haunts, and, conſequently, 


a ſtricter Search was made after them, than 


had ever been done before; nor, when 

theſe Accounts were given of them, was it 
any longer doubted, but that theſe were 
the Men that had committed the barbarous 
Maſſacre of the Ergliſh Gentlemen between 


Calais and Boulogne. 
After the Government had thus gotten a 


Scent of them, they were put more to their 


Shifts to conceal themſelves, and they quit- 
ted their old Habitations and Retreats, and 


tho' it was difficult, yet they did ſo effectu- 


ally manage, that they not only eſcaped, 


but had the Boldneſs ſtill to continue their 


| horrid Trade, as well of Murther as of. 
Robbery. 


In conſequence of this deſperate Boldneſs, 3 


they attacked the Liſe Stage Coach, about 
Two Months after the Robbery 'of the 


Engliſh Gentlemen! In this Adventure they 
| | > DEE - 
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were both concerned, as they had been in 
the other. 0 * 

They, it ſeems, had received ſome pri- 


vate Intelligence of a great Sum of Money 
which was to be carried in the Coach that 


Time from Life to Paris, and that there 


Would be Six or Eight Men on Horſe- back 
well armed to guard it, notwithſtanding 


which, they reſolved to attack them, and 
carry off the Money, or die in the Attempt; 
To this purpoſe, they were no leſs than 
Ten in Number when they ſet out; bur, up- 
on better Intelligence, and that there were 
no more than Two Servants attending the 


Coach, they ſeparated, and only Five went 
forward on the Deſign of robbing the Coach, 
and the other Five went towards Roan on 
ſome other Scent, believing, that ſeeing the 


Number of Horſemen were reduced to only 
Two inſtead of Eight, ſo the Treaſure was 


alſo left behind, perhaps, for that Week only. 


They waited for the Coach, on the Road. 
between Peronne on the River Somme, and 
the little Town of Bapaume, where, taking a 
convenient Poſt on the Edge of the Wood, 
they ſtopped the Poſtillion, firing a Piſtol at 


him, which miſſing the Fellow, hurt one of 
the Horſes only; the Two Horſemen be- 


haved very well, but were both murthered, 
and the Paſſengers pur into the utmoſt Ter- 


ror and Coaſternation, expecting they 
| ſhould be all murthered alſo. The Names 


100 
of the Two Men on Horſe. back, were Joh 
Pouillard and Lawrence Hennelet, Servants. 
Having thus cleared the Field, as it might 
be faid, of their Oppoſers, they robbed the 
Coach, in which our Author ſays, they uſed 
the Paſſengers very rudely and barbarouſly, 
and Two Ladies eſpecially, whothey wound- 
ed in getting Rings from their Fingers, 
beſides other Indecencies and Cruelties not to 
be named, and were, but 'with the moſt 
humble and paſſionate Intreaties, prevailed | 
with to fave their Lives; indeed, con- 
ſidering how they had been fluſhed with 
Blood for ſome time paſt, it was a wonder 
they had not killed them all. 
Our Author does not give any Account of 
what Booty they took on this Occaſion, only 
adds, that this was the laſt of their Villa inies; 
that now the Days of their Account began 
to come on, for that within a few. Days 
after this Robbery, the Coachman and Paſ- 
ſengers having given the beſt Deſcription: of 
them that they were able to do of Men in 
Maſques, for fo, it ſeems, they were at that 
Time, tho' not when they attacked the 
Engliſh Gentlemen: We ſay, the Deſcription 
being given as well as it could be in ſuch 
Circumſtances, the Two Principals, na me- 
ly, Bieau, then called Davanelle, and Peter 
le Febure, were taken up at Lie upon Suſpi- 
cion ; the other Bizeau, and Three more, 
who were in the Fact, eſcaped for that 


10115 
Being thus in the Hands of Juſtice, rather 
on Suſpicion of Robbery, than on any poſi- 
tive Evidence of the Fact, the more general 


Inquiry was directed to the Murther of the 


Engliſh Gentlemen: They denied it ſtiffly, 


but yet all their Anſwers ſeemed to be ſtu- 
died and uncertain, faltering and ſhuffling; 


ſometimes they were in Swiſſerland at that 


Time, another time they were at Paris, 

another time Sick, and thus their very Denial 
rather increaſed than abated the Suſpicions 
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Upon all theſe Inquiries, the Lieutenant 


General de Police thought fit to have them 
brought to Paris, where they went more 
ſeriouſly to work with them, and had them 
examined upon all the Particulars aparr, 


and as they were kept aſunder, and not 


eee, to ſee the Confeſſion that either 

ad ſeparately made, they began to ſu- 
ſpect one another, each one doubting, that the 
other ſhould impeach him of the Fact, to 
obtain his own Pardon. 5 
But neither did this produce a full Con- 


feſſion, though it gave ſufficient Light to 


convince the Judges Criminell, that they were 
the Men, while they had not yet ſuch politive 
Proof of it, as was ſufficient to convict 

and ati them TRIS 
D pon this Occaſion it was, that they ſent 
over to England, to deſire that Richard Spin- 


delow, the Servant to Mr. Sebright, might 


be 


La 


be ſent over, to give Evidence in the Caſes 
as to the Perſons of the Men, and the Par- 


ticulars of the Murder, which, our Author 


ſays, he accordingly dic. 


This Spindelom was, as they ſuppoſed, 


murthered with the reſt; nay, they turned 


and rolled him about after a great Interval 


of his Wounds, and finding no Breath in 
him, as they believed, they left him as a 
dead Corps; yet he afterwards recovered. 


His Evidence, together with their confuſed, 


faltering Anſwers, were, it's ſaid, found ſuffi. 
cient by the Judges Criminell, to declare theſe 
Two Guilty, both of the Murther and Rob- 
bery ; the Tryals in France being not by Juries 
as in England, but by the Judgment of the 


Court, or Bench of Judges, and theſe, We 
ſay, with one Voice, pronounced them 


Guilty, as well of the Robbery and Murther 
of the Engliſh Gentlemen, as alſo: of the 
Robbery of the Lie Coach, and the Mur- 
ther of the TwoServants that attended it. 
Bireau behaved, *till now, with an obdu- 

rate kind of Bravery, and le Febvre with 
Stupidity of Mind; both inſenſible of their 


Condition; nor could the Fathers, who were 
admitted to attend them, prevail with them 
to make any ſerious Reflections, or ſo much 


as to ſuppoſe they were in any Circumſtance 
which required ſuch Reflections. 
But when they found they were con- 


demned, and that they ſaw Death at the 


Door, 
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Delay of the Execution to be obtainec „they 
began both of them, but eſpecially Bizean, 
to relent, and look with the Countenance of 
guilty Criminals. The Sentence pronounced, 
as our Author gives it us from the Forms of 
their Juſtice, 1s thus; e n 


EXTRACT from the Regiſter of 
the Court of Juſtice held for the 


Chatelet of Paris, | 


X Accuſation being purſued, at the 

A Iaſtance of the King's Procurator 

© General, againſt Joſeph Bizeau, who had 
taken upon himſelf the Name of Gratien 
Davanelle, Jeweller, of the City of Liege, 

© and Peter le Febvre, alſo Jeweller, Elizabeth © _ 
* Gottequin, Wife of the ſaid le Febure, Marx 

* Merance, Wife of Francis Nicholas Foſette, _ 
© a Seller of India Goods, John Baptiſt Bizean 

* Toyman, Adrian Beauſſe Vintner, Catharine 

© Moffet Wife of the ſaid Adrian Beauſſe, and 
Mary Beauſſe their Daughter, Anne Turry, 
Wife of Francis Paget, alias Farcinet, Mary 
Catherine Francois alias Catherine Cantas, and 
Mary Frances Beauſſe Widow of Francis Caron 
Viatner at Beauval, Defendants and Ac- 
'ruſed. +01 ʃ 
„„ The 
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The Court declared, that the aforeſaid 
Joſeph Bixeau, alias Gratien Dævanelle, and 
Peter le Febure, were duly Attainted, and 
Convicted of the Robberies and Aſſa ſſina- 


tions, committed upon the Perſons of the 


Engliſh Gentlemen, and their Servants, 
named Lock, Sebright, Mompeſſon, Davies, | 
Fitzgerald, and Richard Spindelow, and alſo 
one named Allet, and Lewis Poilet, upon 


the High Road to Boulogne, between Brighen 
and St. Izgleverd, the 21ſt of September 


laſt; and allo of the Robbery of the Stage» 
Coach belonging to Life, with armed 


Force upon the High Road near the Village 


of Mazincourt, Two Leagues and a Half 
from Peronne the 19th of November laſt ; 
and of the Aſſaſſination committed at the 
ſame time, upon the Perſons of John Pou- 

illard, and Lawrence Hennelet, who accom- 
panied the ſaid Coach. In Attonement 
therefore for the Crimes mentioned as 


aforeſatd, and in Regard to Juſtice, the ſaid 


Joſeph Bigeau alias Gratien Devanelle, and 
Peter le Febure, are Condemned to have 


their Arms, Legs, Thighs, &c. broken upon 


a Scatfold, which ſhall be ere&ed for that 


- purpoſe, at the common Place of Execu- 
tion in the City of Paris; after which ſaid 


Execution their Bodies ſhall be put upon 


Wheels, with their Faces towards the 


Sky, there to remain for ſo much time, 


and as long as it ſhall pleaſe God to con- 


© tinue 
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tinue thefh alive. The Goods acquired 


by them are confiſcated to the King, or 


to whom they ſhall be found to appertain, 
ſave One thouſand Livres, which ſhall be 
taken out of what belongs to each of them, 
to cauſe Prayers to be offered up to im- 
plore God for the Repoſe of the Souls of 
the ſeveral Perſons aforementioned whom 


they have Aſſaſſinated, and the ſame Sum 
of One thouſand Livres out of each of their 
Effects, as Fines to the King, in Caſe the 
Profit ariſing by Confiſcation do not accrue 
to his Majeſty. And farther, That before 
Execution, the ſaid Joſeph Bizean alias 
Gratien Devanelle, and Peter le Fabure {hall 


be put to the Queſtion, (Torture) ordinary 
andextraordinary, to the end that theTruth 
of the Facts reſulting from their Tryal, 
as well as the Names of their Accomplices 


may be known from tlieir own Mouths, 


The dead Bodies, v7z. that of Joſeph Bizean 
alias Gratien Devanelle to be carried and 16% 
main expoſed on a Wheel, upon the High 
Road to Calais, and that of Peter le Febure 
to be expoſed after the ſame manner upon 


the High Road to Peronne. 


The Court was farther pleaſed to Order, 
that Sentence againſt John Baptiſt Bizeauz 


Elizabeth Gottequin, Mary Merance, Adrian 


 Beauſſe, Catherine Moffet, Mary Beauſſe, Anne 
Tarry, Mary Cath. Francois alias Cath. Cantas, 
and Mary Jean Beauſſe, ſhould be ſpends - 
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ed *ill after the Execution of the preſent 
Sentence; and the Court further directed 


that the Warrant iſſued out for the taking 
John Baptiſt le Febure, Lamant, Dapuis, 


Joſette, Lewis le Febure, and three Women, 
© who paſſed for the Wives of the ſaid La- 
* mant, John Baptiſt le Febvre, and Lewis le 


« Febvre, ſhould be put in Execution, ac- 
* cording to the Indications the Court hath 


© received; and that an Accuſation be 
drawn up againſt them, that they may be 
+ proceeded againſt, according to the utmoſt 


* Rigour of the Law. Given Thurſday the 
6 13th of July, N. S. 1724. Dd OA. 
* © Sjoned Caillet Greffier of the Court. 


The Sentence of the Court was accord- 


-. © ingly Executed, the 14th of July N. S. upon 
t; the aforeſaid Joſeph Biz2au alias Gratien 
"© Dewanelle, and Peter le Febvure, with the 
DJutmoſt Severity, they being left to expire 
in their Torment, without obtaining the 
Ordinary Diſpatch, called the Coup de Grace. 
| © All this is done as well in Juſtice to the 
-.. » © Explih Nation, for the inhuman Mur- 
© ther of the Gentlemen abovementioned, 
as for the other Aſſaſſinations and Crimes 
they were found guilty of, as appears from 


O 


the foregoing Proeeedings. 


When they had it read to them, and that 


they were appointed to be Tortured alſo 


before 


[ 107 ] ov”. ls. 
it | before Execution, they made bitter Lamen- \| 
d, | tations and Expoſtulations, kneeling” to the j 
og | Judges for Mercy ; but were told, They 
fs, had nothing to do but to kneel to God and 
n, | the Bleſſed Virgin, for that no Mercy could 
2» | be expected here, where their Crimes had 2 
4e | been fo atrocious, and ſo horrid, that no 7 
c. | Chriſtian's Ears could hear them without 
h | Horror and Aftoniſhment. . 1 
ve The fame Day in which they received | 
e | Sentence, they were put to the Queſtion, | 
& | that is to ſay, were Tortured upon the Rack, 
1e | where they fully confeſſed both the Rob- 
|  beries and Murthers above mentioned, 
. | namely that of the Exgliſb Gentlemen, with ; 
the Peaſant who was paſſing by, and that 
d. | of the Le Coach, with the Murther of 
»n the Two Horſemen attending it; ſo that 
- | by their own Confeſſion they were juſtly pug 
ww B20 Death. .f. 
re They were interrogate alſo, concerning the 
e | other Robberies and Murthers which they 
e. | had been Guilty of, and they confeſſed fo 
ne many, ſays our Author, that it was horrible 
r- to hear that only Two execrable Wretches 
d, ſhould have been ſo ler looſe upon Mankind 
es to commit ſo many Murthers and Villainies | 
m They paſled the Time, the Night before 
their Execution, in the Priſon for the Dead, |} 
h as called there (or Condemned Hold, as in 
at | England) with ſtrange, uncouth Cries and _ 
fo | Groanings ; occaſioned, ſays he, partly by 
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| 5 Pains of their Torr Toints, put deb 
more by the Torture of their Souls; the 
Fathers appointed to attend them, in vain, 
adminiſtring to them their Pious Exhorta: 
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tions to Repentance, and comforting them, 


as well as poſſible, in ſo diſmal a Condition. 


On the Morrow,' being the Fourteenth, 


| Renray; Was led out to the Greve to Execution, 


all the Way calling .on"the People to Pray 


for him; and ſhewing great Marks of Peni- 


tence, which continued to the laſt, He was 
Broke alive, 1n the extremeſt Senſe, not bes 
ing allowed the Conp de Grace, and lived 


many Hours. on the Wheel, being - not ex- 


pired many Hours before le Febure- was 


| brought to the ſame Place, nay, our Author 
that he underſtood by ſome, that he 


Was not quite dead when /e Febore came to 


Execution, Which muſt be at leaſt Twenty 
fy Hours. 


It was thought fit to allow the Executi · 


— latter as is uſual, ſo that he died with leſs 
Torment than the other. 

Thus. periſhed theſe Two. 8 
© Weetches, and as there are Five more who 


_— are ig the Priſon of the Concergtery, and 


Fish more who are not yet taken, We 
„ Mere Executiog on the ſame Occa- 
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